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FROM THEN TO NOW
The History of the Payson Public Library
By Kathy Morgan

Let’s begin at the beginning …. Payson was for many years one of the most isolated and remote
communities in Arizona. Prior to 1890 it was in Yavapai County, but when Payson later became part of
Gila County, its isolation didn’t change. Payson began its existence in 1876 when Bill Purch built a cabin
on the site of what is today the fifth green of the local golf course. Six years later, the community began
in 1882 when John and Frank Hise, father and son, opened a store. Local people called the place Union
Park, and soon the population reached forty. A post office was opened two years later, and at that time
the town was officially named Payson, in honor of the senator who was chairman of the committee on
post offices.
The Payson Public Library began as a dream with the creation of the first civic organization in Payson. The
Womans Club was created by a group of dedicated and forward-thinking Payson women in 1920 who
made their first order of business the installation of a sundial on Main Street. A visiting doctor, Dr. Neff,
a part-time seasonal resident complimenting the practice of Dr. Christian Risser, was annoyed that there
was no place in town to obtain the correct time. The various stores had their clocks, as did the post office
and the banks, but they didn’t agree on what time it was. Even the school had to guess at the time.
Dr. Neff suggested that the women in town come together to create an organization which would have
as its purpose the improvement of the town, specifically by installing a sundial for the town in order to
have a timepiece that could be used by everyone to tell time and keep one and all knowing they were all
on the same page, or time. The local ranchers didn’t particularly care whether there was an “official
clock,” since they had long ago learned to gauge the time of day by where the sun stood in the sky. But
the women - wives of settlers and local ranchers - decided to move forward by bringing an official time to
Payson, whether the ranchers went along with it or not.
Their first step was to create their club in 1920, which they named the Payson Womans Club. You might
notice there is no apostrophe and no plural spelling…this is how they wanted it done, and it has been the
Payson Womans Club since its creation. This small group consisted of the few women who lived in town
and the wives of local ranchers in the area. The 1920 census for Payson shows a total population of 200.
Lena Chipman Chilson was elected the first president in August, 1921. Lena Chipman came out from
Colorado with her two brothers and her father, where the men worked the mines in Miami and Lena
taught school. She began teaching in Payson when she moved to the area in 1918. She soon married
rancher Jesse B. Chilson on July 29, 1919.
The need for a sundial to mark the official town time quickly became a moot point. Daily mail service
between Globe and Cottonwood, with Payson being a midway stop, began soon after the creation of the
Womans Club. Boardman’s store on Main Street housed the post office and the clock there was accepted
as the official time for the Town. When the mail driver departed Globe for his trip to Payson, he would
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note the time on his pocket watch at the Western Union depot, and then he reported this time when he
arrived at Boardman’s to set the town clock. Thus, the need no longer existed for a sundial.
But the women were not deterred. They came up with new projects, which included a community
celebration during the Christmas holidays that involved handing out hand-sewn bags of fabric that held
oranges, nuts and candies to everyone in attendance. The club also took over ownership of the Payson
Pioneer Cemetery, ensuring perpetual care. The women arranged to build a bridge over American Gulch
which allowed access to the cemetery. Each family in town was asked to donate a fifty-cent sack of
cement, and the Haught sawmill (located in today’s Tonto Village) contributed the necessary timbers. Mr.
Everett Jackson was paid $300 to build the bridge. (When the Town rebuilt the bridge in 1991, it cost
$400,000.) Another dream was to create a hospital in the town, which they ultimately succeeded in doing.
However, the biggest project the Womans Club undertook was the establishment of a public library. At
this time, Payson was at least a day’s very rough drive away from Phoenix and other larger towns. The
residents of this small village were isolated, cut off from the larger world, and had no access to reading
material other than what individuals had within their own homes. The women decided the citizens of
Payson needed a place where they could find reading material for entertainment, for education, and for
expanding their horizons. They agreed that the town needed a real library. And they also needed a place
to hold their Womans Club meetings.
Originally meetings were held in the small school house on Main Street [now the Julia Randall Elementary
School] where two cupboards were allocated to store books for the tiny library. The books, along with
magazines and Sunday school books, were donated by Womans Club members. When the collection
outgrew this small space in the late 1920’s, the library was moved to the parsonage of the Presbyterian
church on Main Street where space was rented for $2.00 a month. Borrowers were charged $1.00 per
year, with the money going to the book fund. A regular program of food sales, card parties, dinners and
plays not only provided pleasure for the community, but also set a precedent for fundraising which carried
over into future years and generations.
These women, the “movers and shakers” of their day, began raising funds for the library and a meeting
space. As the funds came in, they were divided in three ways: operating expenses, books, and a building
fund. The Club’s building fund grew slowly, but by 1932 they had managed to raise $500. Unfortunately,
during the Depression, Payson’s Commercial Bank (where the Club’s savings were kept) went out of
business, closed its doors, and the money was lost. Sometime later the women managed to have enough
in savings again for a down payment on a large lot located at what is today 510 W. Main Street.
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This is the original Payson school. The
structure on the right is the first building
erected. It went up in 1901.

Original building located at 510 W.
Main Street, which housed the
Womans Club and the Payson
Library.
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Anna Mae Deming wrote about the beginnings of the Womans Club and the library in an article in the
Payson Roundup dated September 7, 2007:
“Lena Chilson gave a report on the Bazaar at the Nov. 25, 1944 meeting of the
Payson Womans Club (PWC).
"Cash received $196.67, on hand after payment of all bills $178.29," reads the
minute book notes, scribed in neat cursive penmanship.
“At that same meeting, it was "Moved by Mrs. Owens, seconded by Mrs.
Chilson, that the club buy two $25 War Bonds. Motion carried."
“The Bazaar continues to this day as The Hollyberry Fair.
“To say that the Payson Womans Club made the money they earned count
toward good causes would be an understatement.
“Anna Mae Deming is the member who has been in the club the longest. She
wrote a history on the club's building and library in the mid-1980s:
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"At its first meeting, in the old schoolhouse (it is now the gymnasium at Julia
Randall Elementary School), plans were discussed for starting a building fund
and a library."
“That charter membership of 34 women represented a whopping 22.67 percent
of Payson's population of 150 souls. Ranchers' wives rode into town, some from
10 miles away on wagons and on horseback. Teachers came. A doctor's and
local store owners' wives came to the club.
“Deming called the library "a stupendous undertaking."
“The library started as two cupboards in an anteroom at the schoolhouse filled
with donated books and magazines.
“Serial stories were popular at the time, so magazines were checked out six at a
time, so the reader could enjoy the complete story.
“University of Arizona sent books on consignment until the women decided the
freight money could be better spent to purchase their own collection.
“By the late 1920s, library patrons paid $1 per year to check out books, while
the club paid the parsonage that now housed the books $2 per year for the
space rental.
“The Womans Club put on plays, sponsored dances, baked dinners and other
goodies in pursuit of their own building and more books.
“When the club's first president, Lena Chilson, had to travel to Los Angeles while
her husband was treated for cancer, she also purchased books.
“Disaster struck in 1932 when the bank where the club had saved more than
$500 failed. The women did not give up. They recovered part of the money and
purchased a Main Street lot with three buildings, including a moonshiner's on it.
“The growing library of 647 books had a new home.
"With the acquisition of the property, plans were immediately under way to finance a
permanent club building," Deming continued in the club's history. "Each club member
donated one dollar to the building funds. How they worked! Everyone was poor, but
they washed windows all day, to donate a dollar earned. One donated a week's
production of cream, made and sold 4 pounds of butter for a dollar: another sold
vegetables: another baked and sold bread: one donated a dollar, the cost of two piano
lessons she taught -- so many ingenious ways to help obtain a goal they believed in."
“During World War II, the women of the club channeled their energy to the war effort.
"They adopted servicemen to be certain that every man from their town received letters
and packages from home," Deming wrote.
6

“After the war ended, the women returned to the building and library projects with
vigor.
“In its first three decades, PWC raised enough money to create the building that still
stands at 510 W. Main St., Payson. The building was dedicated Nov. 17, 1951.
"This was a place to be used and enjoyed by the entire area. Card parties, potluck
suppers, programs of all sorts, weddings, church services, junior banquets and cooking
classes for high school girls (there was no home economics at the time)," Deming
continued.
“The library had a 12-foot square room of its own [Editor’s note: this room would have
been 12 feet long and 12 feet wide] that housed 1,600 volumes. It was open to the
public once a week for an hour, according to Deming.
“By 1957, the library was receiving book loans from the state library.
“1958 was another big year for the PWC. The Gila County Board of Supervisors twice
came up with $500 to add on a new library building.
“The women of the club raised $800 with their concession at the rodeo grounds on the
Fourth of July. Proceeds from another dinner and bazaar added $662.39 to the coffers.
“The club received nonprofit corporation status from the state. "In September 1959,
the Junior Chamber of Commerce poured the footing [for the library]. Fifteen men
donated the labor. The county maintenance man, Richard Taylor, filled the floor space
with dirt -- he donated dirt fill and labor. On October 23, cinder blocks were delivered
and paid for! Hunting season opened and work was delayed until the season close,"
Deming wrote.
“A snowstorm caused the cement floor, poured Dec. 13, 1958, to crack and crumble, but
the women and the community did not give up.
“Aug. 24, 1961 minutes indicate the estimated $6,500 cost of the library building was
paid in full. It housed 9,000 books.
“The Payson Womans Club had accumulated about 30,000 volumes in the library, which
was donated to the Town of Payson in 1987.
“The PWC owns and maintains the Payson Pioneer Cemetery where many of their
pioneering members rest in the shade of its trees and beauty of its flowers.
"I personally feel our Payson Womans Club can claim the honor of being the busiest,
most respected, unique club in the nation, possibly even the world," Deming wrote in a
1994 article, "Payson Womans Club -- from the beginning."
But let’s not jump ahead too far. When the Womans Club purchased the property on Main Street, there
were two small buildings on the property, along with an outhouse. The larger of the two buildings
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contained a bakery operated by Frenchy Choquette. He sold bread and candy in the front of the building,
and in the rear, he dispensed his famous bootleg whiskey, known far and wide as “Payson Dew.” Frenchy’s
operation continued until his lease was up and he ultimately went out of business.
Stan Brown, in his article dated August 20, 2009, in the Payson Roundup, tells the story about when the
Federal Revenuers would come to Payson to catch those engaged in making and selling “Payson Dew,” a
nationally known “moonshine” made in and around Payson during Prohibition days, and they came to the
building they knew Frenchy had been operating out of…..well, let’s let Stan tell the story - ”The officer
knew about Frenchy’s backdoor outlet for whiskey, but he did not know the bootlegger had sold the
building to the Womans Club. They raided the place, breaking in as the women were washing the dishes
after their luncheon meeting. The ladies were furious.”
When the women eventually took over the property, they moved the smaller of the two buildings and
attached it to the larger one. The attachment became the kitchen and the larger section became the
meeting room and the town library. By then they were able to place 674 books on the shelves. The
outhouse in the back continued to be used, but it was now called “The Powder Room.” Over the years
the “two-holer” famously became the object of numerous Halloween pranks.
With the purchase of the property at 510 W. Main Street, the Womans Club also became the owners of
Payson’s earliest jail. The large oak tree by the street had already been called the “chaining tree.” Since
there was no jail in Payson, over the years the drunk and disorderly would be chained to the tree until
they sobered up, or could be taken to the jail in Globe. According to Rim Country History Illustrated,
compiled by the Northern Gila County Historical Society, “most ‘criminals’ were just good ol’ boys who
needed a place to calm down their exuberance from too much likker.”
Stan Brown also records in his book, Payson, an Arizona Frontier Town: “that notable day [in 1918] when
Zane Grey arrived in Payson they made camp on the west side of Main Street where the Womans Club
and library would later stand…”
The bootlegger’s shack, now officially the Womans Club, became the center for meetings, dances, bazaars,
box suppers, bridge parties, and social events of all kinds. The women went about their fundraising efforts
with vigor and personal sacrifice. Many, many suppers, chicken dinners, craft sales, dances and
contributions swelled the building fund. Members would contribute the proceeds from their week’s
production of milk and butter, vegetables from their gardens, or fresh baked bread. One woman gave the
income from her the two piano lessons which she taught during the week. In 1939 Jay F. Vann willed his
Arctic Extension mining claims to the Payson Womans Club. Everyone did their part.
An Arizona Republic article provides this information: “in 1940 Payson had grown to a population of 750
people, with two saloons, two stores, two cafes, and one street. [Editor’s note – I’m assuming that was
Main Street] The Pioneer Saloon is the social center of town.”
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1948 -A new building for the Womans Club
By 1948 (twenty-seven years after the Club’s creation) enough money had been raised to begin
construction of a new building on the lot at 510 W. Main Street. The little buildings the women had
purchased from Frenchy Choquette were replaced. (The old combination building was moved across the
street to stand behind the building now at 501 W. Main Street.)
The new Womans Club building was finally begun, with stones being carried down from Flagstaff by a
pickup truck over unpaved roads for the foundation. As reported in the August 3, 2007 Payson Roundup,
“Founding member Julia Randall set the cornerstone in 1949 of the building that would house the club on
the east side and the library on the west.” On November 17, 1951 the new building was dedicated. The
library now had its own room, twelve feet by twelve feet, and 1,600 volumes.

Laying the cornerstone
of the standing Womans
Club in 1949 were Julia
Randall and Theresa
Boardman, both charter
members of the Club
which was organized in
1921.

1959 …. But soon the small room was much too small and the need for an addition was obvious. As more
funds were raised over the years additions and improvements to the new building on Main Street were
made. In September 1959 the Junior Chamber of Commerce poured the footing, and much of the labor
and supplies were donated. By August 24, 1961, the new library was paid for in full. One proud member
commented, “It ain’t big, but it’s ours and it’s paid for.” By this time there were 9,000 volumes on the
library shelves.
With tongue in cheek, Don Dedera, Arizona historian, wrote in an October 23, 1959 “Arizona Republic”
article, “The ruination of old Payson is complete. They paved the main street, the Pioneer bar burned
down, and they even stopped nailing hides on the barn doors. Now they’re building a library!”
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In 1959 Arizona Highway 87 (the “Beeline Highway”) was finally paved and Payson was, at last, finally
linked up with the outside world. Phoenix was now only two hours away and by 1975 Payson had a
population of six thousand.

Womans Club members standing in front of the enlarged Womans Club building.

The next twenty years brings change
1977 …. By 1977 the library was again overcrowded, and a federal grant was obtained which allowed the
building to double in size. And, once again, it was quickly filled to capacity.
1985 …. In October 1985 a new wing to the library was dedicated. It was paid for with funds from grants,
from ongoing fundraising events, the sale of books, and a very large portion from Nan Pyle. There were
now 30,000 books on the shelves. Over a span of 65 years, those dedicated and incredibly hardworking
women of Payson almost literally built their club and library with their own hands. True pioneers, the
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need was there and they filled it. Work was to be done and they did it. With incredible singleness of
purpose, they achieved their goal.
1986 - The Town of Payson assumes operation of the library
In August 1986 the Town of Payson assumed operation of the library. The community had grown and the
Womans Club was no longer financially able to support the needs of a growing community. The enlarged
Womans Club building was then loaned to the Town as a gift. The library now had two paid full-time
employees, one part-time person, and a host of unpaid volunteers.
1995 - Less than ten years later, plans are made for a new building
By 1995 the library had once again outgrown its space. The Town and the Library Friends of Payson put
together a proposal, complete with architectural drawings, to build a new library facility. The Library
Friends group campaigned tirelessly in support of a new building in a new location. In 1997 a sales tax
proposal was put before the voters which would help pay for the new facility. Sadly, this measure failed
to pass. But, undaunted, the Library Friends decided to relentlessly pursue acquiring the funds to build a
new library, which was very much needed by the growing community. Like the pioneers of the early years,
they fundraised with a variety of events and activities and wrote letters to the local newspapers,
encouraging community support.
Here is a letter to the Editor of the Backbone, dated April 18, 1997:
“On May 20th the special election for a one-quarter percent ($0.025 on a $100.000
purchase) sale tax to build a new Payson Public Library will be here before we know it.
We need to think of our present need for information and the future of our children.
“The greatest thing about a library is that it is open to everyone. Information equals
freedom. The library benefits everyone who wishes to take advantage of the
informational and recreational resources provided by the library.
“The Payson Public Library of today is too small to give us the adequate resources
required by the citizens of Payson. The library has not changed since 1958 – almost forty
years. Yet the population of Payson has grown much larger in that almost forty years.
The library needs to keep pace. The Information Highway is here. There are more books
published now than in any other period of history. We live in the Information Age yet our
old library is simply too small to take advantage of these wonderful, and very necessary,
resources.
“An up-to-date public library is stacked with more than just books. The shelves are loaded
with opportunity. The library gives business the ability to access the data it needs to be
competitive. This helps to ensure a better and more prosperous community. The library
gives anyone the opportunity to relax with a good book and generally improve who we
are and the way we live.
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“Most of all, the library holds a bright future for our kids. It provides our children a
resource that can only enhance their hopes for a purposeful, confident, and successful
life. With a library, it’s theirs for the asking. The new library is needed today. Actually,
we needed it yesterday. And we sure need it for the future.”
Submitted by Peggy Freeman
Cliff Potts, one of the earlier LFOP presidents, recalls: “Our major undertaking during my term was a bond
election to fund the library that we have now. We were very positive about the community support for
the election. Yet on the eve of the election a counter campaign overrode the public support and the bond
question went down to defeat. Undaunted, subsequent to my term as president, the LFOP worked with
the Town Council and provided funding support to build the original portion of the library we have now.”
Terry Morris describes one of the most successful fundraising ideas, which was proposed by the library
staff and library volunteers. It was called “Foot by Foot the Walls Go Up.” For every one hundred dollar
donation made, a paper footprint was made with the donor’s name written on it. These footprints snaked
around and throughout the entire library.
Terry Morris remembers: “The local gas company sponsored a space in the Payson Roundup listing all the
donors. This was done monthly. A ‘thank you’ was sent to each donor by the library letting each donor
know how important we thought they were in the building of their new library.”
Here is an appeal by the Library Friends that explained the need for a new building to house the Payson
library, after the sales tax proposal was defeated:
“For the past 10 years, the Library Friends of Payson have been trying to raise public
support and donations to build a new Public Library facility.
“The building that currently houses the Library is 70 years old. The available square
footage is 6,500. Of the eight public libraries in Gila County, the Payson Library has a
circulation higher than the other 7 combined. We have 4,049 active family library cards,
2,450 for families in the Payson area, and 1,599 for families that reside in the surrounding
communities.
“The building is a fire hazard and an electrical nightmare. It is bug infested with an
outdated, inefficient heating and cooling system. It skirts on the fringe of non-compliance
of ADA requirements. It is estimated that a new building will cost $2,500,000 to construct.
“Presently it is necessary to remove books from the existing collection in order to add
new ones. The library has six computers available for public use, all obtained through
grants and would like to add more but space requirements prohibit this.
“Eighteen months ago the Town Council gave a directive to the Library Friends to raise
the money to construct a building. During that time $100,000 has been raised using a
$100.00 per square foot concept. The banks and various small businesses in the
community have contributed. The bulk of the money has come from individuals.
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“The Town Council has always thought of this endeavor as a citizen effort instead of a
capital improvement project of the town. We are perceived as a non-essential service.
“We recently had a referendum to institute a quarter of a cent sales tax to fund a new
library building along with a quarter of a cent sales tax to fund a new police station and
fire substation in Payson North. All projects were defeated. Public sentiment was not
against the projects, rather against the tax.
“The Town Council has since designated the police station and fire substation as high
priority items to be paid for through the General Fund in the next two years. We have
been told that the money that was intended to be set aside as a savings towards a new
library building has now been designated as maintenance and operation costs for the new
police and fire facilities. We have been told that there will never be money to build a new
library from Town funds.
“Our community has approximately 2,650 school age children with the majority coming
from low to middle income families. Because we operate on the premise that libraries
are free to all economic levels, this sector of the community is our main target area.
“We are in desperate need of help to build a new facility that will accommodate the
growth of our community and provide the educational and recreational needs of its
people.
“We appeal to your dedication to education and freedom on information to help us in our
quest to secure funding to provide a modern, well equipped facility for the families of
Payson.
“The Library Friends are a non-profit organization. They have the ability to accept funds
and issue tax deductible receipts for any and all donations.
“We welcome you to come to our community and tour our facility so that we may share
our plans. Your response to our letter will be greatly appreciated.”
[On a personal note …. When I made my first trip to Payson in June, 1994, I noticed a giant thermometer
posted at the Chamber of Commerce building, located at the corner of Main Street and the Beeline
Highway, which recorded how much money had been raised for the new library with the total amount of
$250,000 to be raised at the top. I always checked out the library “thermometer” every time we came to
Payson afterwards, and I could see the thermometer’s red arrow was moving closer and closer to the top.
I didn’t even live in Payson at the time and I was so excited to see progress being made towards the
prospect of a new library building!]
We can track the progress of the new library through various articles found in the Payson Roundup.
This is from an article in the Payson Roundup dated February 4, 1999:
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“Plans are moving along for the new public library at Rumsey Park and members of the
library project's policy committee are hoping they meet with the approval of the voters
in November.
“That's when the committee hopes to put the question to Payson residents on the
ratification of a $2-million general obligation bond (GOB) for construction of the library.
“Library Friends president Judy Buettner, a member of the Library Project Policy
Committee along with Dave Ricker, John Wilson, Mayor Vern Stiffler, Vice Mayor Ray
Schum and council member Jim Spencer, said the GOB has the backing of the
committee. "The GOB would be really great because it wouldn't necessarily have to
affect taxes at all," she said.
“Town Manager Rich Underkofler said that without the voters' support, the town could
obtain certificates of participation or municipal property corporate bonds that would
cost the town 2 percent more in interest payments than voter-ratified bonds.
“Meanwhile, back at the Payson Public Library on Main Street Wednesday, the Library
Project Policy Committee went over an 18-page document for the new 25,000-squarefoot library with architect Larry Enyart. The library would be built in two phases, starting
with a 15,000-square-foot structure that could be expanded.
“The committee asked for a larger multi-purpose room and a decrease in the amount of
space planned for reading areas. "We went room by room, going over the details of
each area," said Buettner.
“The committee advised the architect to go forward with construction plans for the new
library at Rumsey Park. The meeting included representatives from the Payson
Genealogy Society and Rim Country Literacy.
"It was constructive and we all felt good about working together," Buettner said. "The
Genealogy Society has their own place now, but they could, in the future, have a need
for another space."
“The society now has a 15-year lease on some property owned by Manzanita Manor,
and a pledge from a donor to construct a building. Plans for the second phase of
construction of the Payson Public Library will include room for the group.
“But the first phase of construction of the library will have room for the literacy group,
Buettner said. Plans include privacy for the group's clients, storage space and work
study tables, a computer station, and a place for one-on-one tutoring.
“Underkofler said Gila County judges had expressed an interest in having a law library
included in construction but did not attend Wednesday's meeting.
“Underkofler said he thought the county had no interest in a second law library outside
of Globe because of the high cost of maintenance.
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“Buettner said construction should start in March or April 2000.
“The Town of Payson has set aside $200,000 in this year's budget for architectural costs
for the library.
The total cost of construction is expected to come in at around $2 million, Underkofler
said, but the figure is not a firm one.
"Right now, the goal is to bring in the first phase of construction at about 15,000
(square) feet," Underkofler said. "The plan is for expanding to 25,000 ultimately.
"Some are arguing that the council should incur a debt. With the police and fire stations,
we can't do this one, too.
"The answer is, we just don't have enough money to do everything at once. This council
is determined that police and fire has priority over the library."
“Plans for the library are expected to be completed this summer, in time for the public
to have enough information to make a decision in November on whether to ratify a
general obligation bond.
“The revised plans could go before the committee and be approved by the Town Council
sometime in March.”
During this period, Terry Morris, Library Director, was on the Building and Review committee with
the architect, Lawrence Enyart Architects. Terry represented the library, library staff, and library
volunteers. Terry brought forward ideas proposed by all these individuals. She developed a
questionnaire for the library patrons, asking them what they would like to have in their library.
Terry remembers: “I felt it was extremely important that we incorporate the wants and needs of
everyone. The unique circular layout of the shelves and display case end caps were unique. No
other library in Arizona had a floor plan like ours. The building was the envy of many librarians
and communities. We strived to be what all libraries should be – a community center. Having
plaques recognizing major donors and a memorial plaque was an important way to let folks know
we appreciated their love and support of the cornerstone of their community, which is THEIR
library.”
Here’s an article from the Payson Roundup dated June 28, 1999:
“New plans for library mesh form with function
“Judy Buettner, president of the Friends of the Payson Library, said Lawrence Enyart
Architects has gone "the extra mile" to design a structure that meets the needs of the
library without adding a lot of frills.
“Buettner said last week that the Library Policy Committee met with Lawrence Enyart
after it consulted with the architect and asked for some changes.
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"The resulting one-story structure, with large open areas for shelving arranged around a
circular circulation center, within an expandable building, meets the guidelines we
requested," Buettner said.
“Town Manager Rich Underkofler said the design was substantially overhauled after
public comments were received.
"It's an Alpine-type building with hip roofs, not flat, and lots of glass," he said. "It also has
an open interior." The most dramatic design change involved the floor plan, Underkofler
said, which was altered from a two-story building to a one-story building.
“The building will be built on about four acres of town-owned land west of McLane Road
and south of the main entrance to Rumsey Park.
“Library patrons will share a parking lot with the people who are expected to use a
proposed soccer field, which is set to be built where the rodeo grounds are presently
located.
“Buettner said the building will be light and airy with space for separate areas of interest
and a multi-purpose room for community meetings.
“Outside, stone supports will surround benches for seating. Inside, a skylight will provide
light for the circulation area.
"The policy committee feels we have finally generated the best design for the new Payson
Library," Buettner said.
“The Town Council has budgeted $400,000 in the 1999-2000 budget for the library.
Underkofler said officials had estimated that the building would cost $2 million, but the
building will now be about 15,500 square feet.
"We're figuring about $100 a square foot," he said. "But there's always a lot of overhead,
and prices always seem to come in at more."
“He said the town's current plan is to try to finance the building using cash, not credit. "It
will probably be built in fiscal year 2000-2001," he said. "It's one or two years out."
“On June 10, donations for the library surpassed the $200,000 mark. Library supporters
hope to soon exceed their goal of $250,000 to furnish the building.
“Fifty-eight area businesses and 36 organizations have made donations to the project and
86 of 454 individuals who made donations to the effort gave cash in memory of deceased
loved ones.
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“The policy committee will hold a public meeting at noon July 19 at the Payson Library on
Main Street to review the revised plans.”

Library in Crisis…In 1999 Gila County wanted to cut funding to all Gila County libraries
Things took a dire and sudden turn, not for the better, when Gila County ran into budget problems and
anted to cut funding to the Payson Library, along with the other libraries in Gila County. This crisis caused
a lot of turmoil within the Town, the library staff, library supporters, and the entire community.
Here’s what library supporter, Peggy Freeman, wrote in the Payson Roundup, dated July 29, 1999:
“As I listened to KMOG recently, I realized that some of the callers did not understand
what is at stake with the Special Library District Tax.
“I am not an authority, but I was working as an outreach librarian for Maricopa County,
when the Special Library Tax became law. Originally the law was intended to keep
county libraries open and enhance the services for their respective areas.
“I might add that the reason for passing the special tax for libraries was that the Arizona
State Legislature had mandated counties to support health and judicial services.
Because of this, all unmandated services took such big budget cuts, that county libraries
all over the state were in jeopardy of closing their doors. The Arizona State Legislature
passed a watered-down version of the original bill, allowing each county their own
interpretation of the law.
“Today most of the counties give the largest amount of revenue to the communities
where most of the taxes have been raised. This has been the case in Gila County until
this fiscal year.
“Gila County is proposing a 30-cent increase in your property tax and decreasing the
Special Library District Tax by six cents. Look at your secondary taxes and you will find
that the library tax is minimal.
Gila County not only intends to cut the Special Library District Tax, but intends to cut the
funds returned to Payson by $92,000. Payson pays more than 50 percent of all library
taxes collected in Gila County.
“The Town Council has already passed its tentative budget for the coming fiscal year and
by law, it cannot be increased. This means if Gila County goes ahead with its proposal,
the Payson Library will lose a big share of its operating budget and could mean a
decrease in staff. The library statistics shows that our library does a very large
circulation for its size and staff. Per capita our library competes with the larger libraries
that have many more personnel to do the job.
“Every Payson resident should remember, whether they are a library supporter or not,
that if Gila County goes through with Its proposal it will adversely affect our town. Your
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taxes will be the same, no matter how the decision is decided. It simply means your tax
dollar is going someplace else and not back into our community.
“Good support from the residents of Payson will help our Town Council and the Library
Friends of Payson in reversing Gila County's decision, so that we may get our fair share
of revenue generated by Payson property owners.”
Those supporting the library refused to take this quietly. A large contingent made their
way to Globe to protest the proposed changes. This from an article dated August 9,
1999 in the Payson Roundup:
“A big thanks is due to all who gave of their time to travel to Globe to attend the Gila
County Board of Supervisors' meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 3, in support of the libraries in
Gila County and especially our Payson Library. Almost 40 people, including Mayor
Stiffler, Vice Mayor Ken Murphy, Ray Schum, Hoby Heron, Payson library staff and many
Library Friends, traveled in a caravan to Globe to express our opposition to the
proposed reduction of the tax rate for the Library District.
“Along with representatives from the other municipalities affected, we hoped to
persuade the Gila County Board of Supervisors to find another way to balance the
county budget.
“Although we did not receive a final answer, the meeting did institute a dialog between
the county, town and city leaders. They met Monday, the 9th, to try and negotiate a
solution to this critical funding problem.
“We will know if our efforts were successful when the Gila County Board of Supervisors
meets on Aug. 16 to finalize the budget.
“Thanks to all the people who stopped and signed our petitions. Terry Morris, Payson
Library Director, was able to present over 2,000 signatures showing support for our
mission. Thanks also to the children who sat through the three hours of testimony (and
were amazingly quiet!) showing their support of the Payson Library.
“A special thanks to Phil White Ford for loaning the Library Friends a van and for Archie
Riehle for driving. Thanks also to Buck Rogers of Chapman Motors who offered one as
well.
“The support shown by our community means a great deal to all of us. It gives us the
inspiration to continue our efforts on behalf of the Payson Library and the realization of
a new library in Payson.”
submitted by Judy Buettner, President, Library Friends of Payson
Another writer shares his thoughts in the August 30, 1999, issue of the Payson Roundup:
“There are so many issues confronting Payson that railing against the onslaught of
"progress" seems to be as productive as spitting into the wind.
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“One current "crisis" is the funding of our town library. And it is an issue with difficult
choices for it is not simply an issue of whether the Town of Payson or Gila County is
responsible for funding the library. The Town of Payson assumed that responsibility by
establishing a town library. Gila County retained the responsibility for those
unincorporated areas which chose to provide library services. The voters of Payson
made that choice, not the voters of Gila County.
“But the issue is not that simple. This is 1999, and publicly funded health care -- which
was not even a blip on the event horizon a decade or two ago -- has become the eightzillion dollar burden that all of us who actually pay taxes must bear.
“And, again, this is Payson. We consume more public funds than we can ever hope to
contribute. Medicare, welfare and retiree payouts -- more than any rational calculation
could justify. And as far as income for most of those of us who actually work, the income
level is so close to the minimum wage that living in Payson is a choice bordering on
economic desperation. So, why are we crying about Gila County actually assessing us for
the money they spend for providing us the services that we consume?
“And this is the same community that is willing to spend two- to three-million dollars -and probably a lot more -- on a library edifice that is basically a monument to some
person's ego. And yes, there is a name, but it won't go on until the monument is built.
“With all the vacant retail space in Payson, is there some reason that a "storefront
library" could not provide the physical resource the community needs? And with the
money the Town of Payson is willing to spend on this "monument," they could also
provide each and every family in Payson a computer and thus access to more
information than their new "ego gratification" could ever hold. And on top of that, more
people would actually use that access than will ever cross the doors of the "library."
Does a thousand-to-one ratio ring true?
“And so Payson grows.” Submitted by Thomas R. Craig

Then, with a huge sigh of relief, all’s well that ends well
The dark clouds suddenly parted, and the library funding was saved, as explained in this article dated
August 16, 1999, in the Payson Roundup:
“The Gila County Board of Supervisors warns there will be a change in library funding in
10 months, but for now Payson Public Library and town officials will see the funding
they expected for fiscal year 1999-2000.
“The supervisors on Monday rejected a cut in the library district tax of $.2425 and will
continue funding libraries as they have in the past. This means the Payson Public Library
will not lose $92,000 in county funds this fiscal year, as the supervisors had proposed.
increase in their general fund taxes of 30 cents per $100 of assessed valuation instead of
the proposed 24 cents.
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"We had waited until the last," Gila County Administrator Steve Besich said Monday
afternoon.
“Even with the 30-cent increase in county property taxes, the county will see a decrease
of $230,000 in property tax revenues because of a reduction in total county property
value -- primarily in the mining industry.
"We'll just live without it," Besich said. "The board wasn't going to go up any more."
“While the county will continue to fund all its services, the reduction will be taken up in
the contingency fund, which will be $700,000 in the coming year.
"We'll be funding services out of our savings account," Besich said. "That's always
subject to change. Budgets are only spending plans -- they're not guaranteed."
“Payson Public Library Director Terry Morris said Monday that she is "relieved" that she
will not be faced with cutting three staff positions at the library this year.
“Morris said if there are changes in future library funding, the town will have an
opportunity to look at all the options it has available to it.
"The 10 months is when the county begins its budget process for 2000-2001," she said,
"and that's the same time the town begins its budget process. So that gives us an
opportunity to look at all the options that are out there for everyone."
“The county will send letters for interagency agreements and community service
agreements to cities, towns and unincorporated areas in the next few weeks, Besich
said.
“Along with the agreements, each town, city and outlying area will have to indicate its
desire to participate in the library district. After the requests and agreements are
approved by the town and city councils, they'll get the funding from the county, he said.
“He also said that county staff will be preparing options for the coming year and should
have something ready by Nov. 1.
"The board directed us to come back with a decision beforehand so there's not the
contention that if you would have warned us, we would have been prepared," he said.
"The board's going to put a positive spin on this."
“He said the county would take a long hard look at one option that was proposed by
Payson Town Council member Ken Murphy. "The number one option would be to do
away with the library district tax, as offered by councilman Murphy."
“Murphy said he did not want to dismantle a working system because of the county's
inability to control its expenditures.
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"It's not an option for us to pull out of the district," he said, "because we'd still get
charged the same property tax. The only thing that could happen is for the county to
dissolve the library district altogether.
"The County Free Library District was set up to provide libraries to all people in the
county -- that's why citizens are taxed equally, whether they're in an incorporated area
or outside the incorporated area. It's sad that they're screwing with it at all."
“Morris said she was grateful to everyone who signed petitions, wrote letters, made
phone calls and went to Globe. "It meant a lot," she said. "And the support of the mayor
and council and town management was incredible.
"This allows us to do what we do -- this year it's going to be business as usual."

2000 - A New Century Arrives
By the new millennium, 2000, the Library Friends of Payson had raised $500,000 for a new building. The
Town Council rewarded their efforts by making a new library the number one project in the corporate
strategic plan. Lawrence Enyart Architects was hired to design and build the new library. Local Amon
Builders was awarded the bid to do the construction as general contractor.
An article dated May 15, 2000, in the Payson Roundup gives a timeframe for the construction to begin:
“Here’s a definition of progress that everybody can agree on, courtesy of Library Friends
President Judy Buettner.
“In 1921, she recounts, Payson's 36-member Womans Club wanted a library for the
town's fast-growing population of 150. So they convinced the local Presbyterian church
to let them use two shelves to hold all the books they collected.
“A number of years later, the Payson Library's literary collection outgrew those shelves,
so it was moved to the schoolhouse. There, they were given an entire cupboard.
“The Womans Club had always wanted its own building, of course. But because of the
stock market crash of 1929 and WWII and other assorted national disasters, that didn't
happen until 1951, when the Womans Club bought the current library building on Main
Street. This brand-new, state-of-the-rural-art library (with the Dewey decimal system
and everything) occupied a full 12 square feet of the front annex, between a bakery and
a defunct bootlegging operation.
“Over the years, the space was expanded four times, with the final growth spurt in 1983
bringing the library to its current 8,000-some-odd square feet.
“In 1986, the Payson Library Friends was formed to raise funds for a new literary center,
which three times over the next 15 years came close but no cigar to becoming a reality.
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“Flash forward to the present past shifts in money-raising responsibilities, a failed 1997
bond issue, and more dashed-and-revived hopes than you'd find in a season's worth of
"Who Wants to be a Millionaire" episodes.
“The brand-new, truly state-of-the-art (with fully computerized Dewey decimal system
and everything) Payson Public Library is now very close to becoming a reality. So close,
in fact, that it was the town's number one priority until mid-February, when a town
council priority shuffle relegated the new library to second place after water
development.
“With a decidedly unrural design by Valley architect Larry Enyart and a preselected
Rumsey Park building site, this 15,765-square-foot building is budgeted at $2,154,000.
That figure includes a 10 percent contingency for construction change orders.
“According to Payson Library Director Terry Morris, the construction timeline for the
library, which is now halfway through the construction documents phase, will go
something like this:
“Fifteen days of partial construction documents review, after which the plans will go
back to the architect.
“Sixty days of alterations and corrections by the architect.
“The building department's process of review, which usually takes about 45 days, after
which all deficiencies are corrected.
“The project will then go to bid, and contractors will be given six to eight weeks to
review the plans and estimate their material needs.
“Once the bid is awarded, Morris said, "The shovels hit the dirt."
“And progress progresses on.
“Library fun facts”
“Number of items checked out in fiscal year 1999: 98,668
“Current number of new library cards issued per month: 150
“Current total of active library cards: 5,768
“National average of population use of local library: 3 percent
“Payson's population use of local library: 44 percent”
The following is from an article in the Payson Roundup dated September 11, 2000:
“Library on the agenda
“Another item on the council agenda is a request filed by Town Manager Rich
Underkofler to approve construction plans and specifications and to authorize
competitive bids for a new Payson Public Library to be built at Rumsey Park. The plans
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and specifications were submitted by Enyart Architects last month and were reviewed
by the Project Policy Committee at its Aug. 31 meeting.
“The council will be asked to authorize a $1.5-million debt for the project, with the
remainder of the $2.3 million project to be financed by cash saved in the capital project
fund. Payson Library Friends is paying for the furniture, furnishings and new equipment
from contributions and grants presently valued at more than $300,000.
“Debt service payments would be paid by the town's general fund at a cost of $212,000
a year over a term of 10 years. Additional staffing and utilities are estimated to increase
the town's operating budget by about $50,000 a year.
“The construction contract is scheduled to be awarded at the Oct. 26 council meeting.
"If all goes according to Hoyle, construction should begin within 30 days of accepting the
bid," Payson Library Director Terry Morris said.
“According to Underkofler, the new library "should be substantially complete and ready
for occupancy by July 1, 2001."
And here’s one from April 6, 2001: Starting a new chapter Overcoming setbacks and funding
delays, Payson Library finally branches out
“The story of a community push to build a new public library in Payson, which was
beleaguered for nearly 15 years by false starts and funding problems, is finally poised for
a happy ending.
“For years, the plan to build a new 15,765-square-foot library in Rumsey Park to replace
the cramped 8,000-square-foot building on Main Street was a work of fiction. The
library has been housed in a section of the Payson Womans Club since 1951.
“But each time an avalanche of adversity threatened to bury the project, somebody
came to the rescue with a timely donation, a little extra legwork or a helpful legislative
assist.
“In September 2000, the project was set in cement following a groundbreaking
ceremony. The official grand opening is tentatively set for November 2001, when
general contractor Amon Builders turns the completed $2-million building over to the
people of Payson.
“Nobody is happier about that than Library Director Terry Morris.
"It's like dying and going to heaven," she said. "The excitement that's happening in the
community is really very interesting. I'm stopped in the grocery stores, by people
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coming in here. Not a day goes by when I don't hear, 'Oh, we've driven by the new site
and it looks wonderful!'"
“The exterior of the new library, which will be one-third larger than the current building,
will feature stone work reminiscent of early-Payson architecture.
“Inside, patrons will find casual seating areas where they can sit and read or just relax
and enjoy the day. A large, round circulation desk will be illuminated by the sun shining
through overhead skylights shaped like mountains.
“The library also will have "more videos, more CDs and more books on tape," Morris
said. "We're hoping to apply for a grant to put together a homework center which
would entail having either older high schoolers or retired teachers come in and help kids
with their homework in an after-school setting.
"The kids' area has the potential for having a puppet theater for more and longer story
hours. And there will be more cultural programming for adults and kids."
“Such enhancements were made possible by a number of anonymous donors who
helped the Payson Public Library's support organization, the Library Friends of Payson,
reach its donation goal of $100,000 in early 2001. Another literary fan offered to match
all funds raised up to the amount of $100,000 pushing the grand total over the $200,000
mark.”

2001 …. Groundbreaking ceremony held in Rumsey Park for the new library facility
It was a cold, bright sunny winter’s day on January 11, 2001, when library staff, Town officials, members
of the Library Friends of Payson, and excited onlookers from the community (yes, I was there!) gathered
for the official groundbreaking ceremony. And once again, a new facility was on the horizon. What
followed was twelve months of incredible hard work and long hours, with the new building rapidly coming
to life.
The Payson Roundup recorded the day of the ground-breaking in their article dated January 11, 2001:
"Dreams do come true," Library Friends President Judy Buettner told an overflow crowd
of at least 150 at the groundbreaking for the town's new public library Thursday.
“It seemed fitting that the sun shone brightly on a day forecasters predicted would end
in snow. Each time the library project was about to be buried under an avalanche of
adversity, somebody came to the rescue with a timely donation, a little extra legwork,
or a helpful legislative assist.
24

“As attendees packed a large tent set up for the occasion and spilled out onto the grass
at the new library's Rumsey Park site, Buettner and Library Director Terry Morris
recounted the highs and lows and recognized the contributions of many in a 15-year
struggle to raise the money to build the 15,765-square-foot building.
“But Buettner and Morris were mostly looking ahead to the day, tentatively set for
September, when general contractor Amon Builders turns the completed $1.745-million
building over to the people of Payson.
“Buettner, who was immediately pressed into service raising funds for the library when
she moved to the Rim country from Minnesota in 1997, envisions a building that has
been designed so well that it hardly requires more people to operate than the old
library on Main Street.
"Both Terry and I were on the design committee, and none of us liked the first thing we
came up with. But we started over and stayed with it, and now we have a great design,"
Buettner said. "It's a very basic building, but it fits our community."
“The exterior will feature stone work reminiscent of some of Payson's early architecture,
and will feature casual seating areas where patrons can sit and read or just relax and
enjoy the day.
“Inside, a large, round circulation desk will be illuminated by the sun shining through
overhead skylights shaped like mountains.
"The skylights form four peaks, and the light will shine right through onto the desk,"
Buettner said.
“The new library, which is about one-third larger than the current facility, will feature
separate reading areas for children, teens and seniors.
"In the kids’ area, we'll also be able to do puppet theater and story hours," Morris said.
“In fact, Morris plans to be able to offer a lot of services and functions that most
modern libraries have.
"We were just so crammed in the old place," she said. "For one thing, we'll have more
computers so people can access the Internet. We'll also have a meeting room that's a
decent size."
“The new library will offer whatever people want and need, as long as it's affordable,
Morris said.
"We will offer a young adult readers' roundtable for teens if there is a demand," she
said. "We will also work diligently with all the teachers in the area at all levels to get the
materials they want and their students need to do assignments."
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“Morris said she is also talking to the community's various art leagues to arrange art
displays for the new building.
“Yet another feature will be an on-premises used bookstore that will be operated by the
Library Friends.
"We have a small store in the current library," Buettner said. "But now we'll have a
separate store."
“Morris sees the bookstore expanding its product line to include library and town logo
items, including coffee mugs, T-shirts and bookmarks. "People will also be able to order
books there," she said.
“Because the new library, which is funded by the town with some help from Gila
County, will continue to need support, the Library Friends has no plans to disband.
"Our new book budget is just $15,000 a year," Morris said, "not a lot considering all the
areas we have to address."
“But that's a problem for another day. With the ceremony over and the gold-painted
shovels set aside, Buettner, Morris and friends and supporters descended upon the tent
to congratulate one another for proving that dreams do come true.”

2002 – the new Library is officially open
Incredibly, just one year later, on January 12, 2002, the new facility opened to the public in its new location
at 328 N. McLane Road. The Town paid for the building and provided the site on property owned by the
Town in Rumsey Park. The cost for the building was $1,900,000.
The Library Friends of Payson spent $250,000 for the interior furnishings: bookshelves, computers,
furniture, etc. The new building, 15,765 square feet in size, offered many amenities: a room dedicated
to children with a child-size door for them to enter the beautifully decorated room, a comfortable reading
area with floor to ceiling windows looking out onto the grassy area next to the library, computers with
fast internet access which are completely free of charge for the public, study rooms for those needing a
place for quiet work, a special room just for young adults, decorated with 1950’s era vintage Coca-Cola
memorabilia, and a meeting room that could hold up to 84 people for the community to use, free of
charge.
Here is the report of the Grand Opening Ceremony from the Payson Roundup, dated January 10, 2002:
“After the kind of lengthy wait that usually accompanies ice ages and blue moons, the
brand new Payson Public Library at Rumsey Park will celebrate its gala Grand Opening
tomorrow, Saturday, Jan. 12, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
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“The festivities will begin with a ribbon-cutting ceremony officiated by Mayor Ray
Schum, Library Director Terry Morris, Library Friends President Mary Nolan, Past Library
Friends President Judy Buettner and library architect Larry Enyart.
“Once the ribbon is cut, attendees will be treated to light refreshments, gifts, prizes for
children and, best of all, self-guided tours of the 15,765-square-foot literary palace. The
only thing visitors won't be able to do is to take home library materials, as check-out
services will not be available until Monday.”
And from another Payson Roundup article dated April 14, 2002:
"Life is good," says Terry Morris, director of the brand-spanking new Payson Public
Library.
“Her enthusiastic assessment comes two months after the beautiful new $2 million
facility opened at Rumsey Park, and reflects its near-overwhelming popularity among
Rim country residents.
"Our circulation for the month of February was 13,000," Morris said. "That's up about
3,500 from last February at the old library."
“Since the new library opened Jan. 14, about 1,100 new library cards have been issued.
And while comparable figures are not available for the previous year, the 900 people
who came to the library to use the Internet in February also represents a large increase,
Morris said.
"We have been busy, busy, busy, busy," she said.
“Actually, the entire year was busy for Morris and her staff. The groundbreaking for the
new facility took place Jan. 11, 2001, almost a year to the day prior to its grand opening.
“On that sunny winter day, then Library Friends President Judy Buettner told an
overflow crowd of at least 150, "Dreams do come true."
“As attendees packed a large tent set up for the occasion and spilled out onto the grass
at the Rumsey Park site, Buettner and Library Director Terry Morris recounted the highs
and lows and recognized the contributions of many in a 15-year struggle to raise the
money to build the 15,765-square-foot facility.
“The exterior features stone work reminiscent of some of Payson's early architecture,
and provides casual seating areas where patrons can sit and read or just relax and enjoy
a beautiful Payson day.
“Inside, a large, round circulation desk is illuminated by the sun shining through
overhead skylights shaped like mountains.
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"The skylights form four peaks, and the light shines right through onto the desk,"
Buettner said.
“The new library, which is about one-third larger than the old facility, also features a
popular meeting room that is often used four times a day, and separate reading areas
for children, teens and seniors.
“While the teens area features a 1950s diner motif, it is the children's area that Morris is
most excited about. Quilter Ginny Lennon and artist Melissa Peters, both locals, teamed
up to provide the area with colorful, stimulating backdrops.
"Ginny Lennon, who is an accomplished quilter, made a quilt for the kids area," Morris
said. "It consists of whimsical-type characters ladybugs and bumblebees and is done in
vibrant colors royal blues, bright yellows and greens."
“Peters, who did the King Arthur's Castle mural in the old library on Main Street, painted
a four panel mural that becomes increasingly fantastic as it meanders along. Its scenes
feature whimsical characters from Lennon's quilt ladybugs, bumblebees, fairies, gnomes
and flowers, all with little faces painted on them in vibrant royal blues, bright yellows
and several brilliant greens.
“Peters, an airbrush artist whose work is usually done on a smaller, more frameable
scale, says her style lends itself to whimsical images that delight children.
"I have a childlike quality in the real/surreal way I paint, and it just kind of comes out
that way," she said.
“Best of all, when the Rim country's children visit the area, they enter like Lewis Carroll's
"Alice" through a little people's door into a special wonderland. The door is the
brainchild of Morris.
"I've always been fascinated by this store down in Phoenix called The Imaginarium," she
said. "It's full of wonderful things for kids, and it has a little door the kids can go in and
out of. I told the builder we had to have a little door. This is a little people's room, and
this is their special door to come into this wonderful world."
“As 2001 drew to a close, Morris and her staff worked diligently to make sure all was in
order for the January grand opening. While Peters labored in solitude to complete her
mural, volunteers, movers and construction workers scurried around the main part of
the library unloading boxes, putting books and tapes on shelves, patching minor flaws in
the drywall, and performing a myriad of last-minute chores.
“One of the biggest surprises for Morris was how full the new library was when
everything was moved in.
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"We have space that we never had before, but interestingly enough it's full with what
we had crammed in the other library," she said.
“The library also purchased some 4,000 new books, and marked them with yellow dots
for easy identification.
“Library Friends of Payson, a group that struggled for 15 years to raise money for the
project, is continuing its efforts to furnish the interior of the library, and to possibly
build an addition at some time in the future.
“The group operates an on-premises used bookstore that Morris believes will eventually
increase its product line to include library and town logo items, including coffee mugs, Tshirts and bookmarks.
“The Payson Town Council rearranged it's 2001 Corporate Strategic Plan priorities in
February, deferring improvements to North McLane Road so the project could be paid
for in cash, according to former town manager Rich Underkofler. The $240,000
earmarked for library debt service was applied to a feasibility study and other
preliminary phases of a new multi-generational community recreation center. Amon
Builders of Payson was the general contractor for the new library.”
The following is an article from the Payson Roundup, dated January 9th, 2003:
“Library Celebrates First Birthday”
“Nobody could blame former Payson Mayor Ray Schum for savoring the moment.
“It was the first anniversary of the Payson Public Library, a facility Schum considers one
of the major accomplishments of his tenure as mayor.
“As he stood before an audience of the 250 to 300 people in attendance at the Chamber
mixer held at the library Friday, he delivered the coup de grace.
"Those who said we didn't need a new library were wrong," Schum said emphatically.
“The ex-Marine backed his statement with an impressive set of statistics on library
usage during the facility's first year of existence.
“Total circulation for the year 2002 was 151,612, compared to 96,579 for 2001, the last
year of operation at the old location -- the Payson Womans Club on Main Street. The
new library is located at Rumsey Park.
“The total breaks down to an average circulation of 12,612 per month, 3,152 per week
and 525 per day.
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“Even more telling was the comparison Schum made to other libraries in the county.
Total circulation for the other eight Gila County libraries combined was roughly the
same as Payson's alone.
“As attendees sipped wine and devoured hors d'oeuvres prepared by Cucina Paradiso
Restaurant, several people were presented the Nan Pyle Distinguished Service Award,
named in honor of the woman who started the Payson Womans Club and the hospital.
[Editor’s note: Nan did not start the Payson Womans Club.]
“Recipients of the award were Margie Bueland, Jackie Ricker, Peggy Gray, Jim Gray, John
Wilson, Sue Wilson, Judy Buettner, Jim Buettner, Peggy Freeman and Romaine Brophy.
“Schum also noted and thanked the large contingent of volunteers who contributed a
total of 12,988 hours to the library in 2002.
"At minimum wage, they saved the library $66,883," Schum said. "But let's pay them
$10 an hour, because they're worth it. At that rate they saved us $128,980."
“Library Director Terry Morris confirmed Schum's assessment of the library's first year.
"It was phenomenal," she said. "When we were still struggling to build the building, the
people in support of it kept saying, ‘Build it and they will come.' Oh man, have they.
Right now, we're still averaging over 100 new cards a month."
“But Morris emphasized there's still plenty of room in the 15,765-square-foot facility for
new patrons. "Come in and check us out," she said.
“Library Friends President Mary Nolan said her group's building fund is already
earmarked for an expansion of the library.
"The library was constructed to be expandable," Nolan said. "There's talk about it going
out from the two sides. There's plenty of space to go toward the soccer field and to the
road next to the dog park."
“Library Friends also gives the library about $2,000 a month for the purchase of new
books. Almost half of that money comes from revenues generated by the used
bookstore the group operates at the library.
“Morris said the library's first birthday party was a success.
"It was a great party, well attended, great food, good camaraderie -- just a perfect way
to start another year," she said.
“Schum couldn't resist driving home one final point. "Best of all," he said, "this beautiful
facility is all paid for."
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“The former mayor promised to turn his attention to getting a new community center
built. "While no longer in public office, I will devote all of my support and leadership
into developing a community center that is badly needed, just as this library was," he
said. "I see a community center right here in the front of the library."
“Besides a growing need, Schum noted that the time is right to move ahead on the
community center project. "Let's not go through this same crap for 10 years that we did
with the library," he said. "Let's do it now. We might have to have a revenue bond to put
the indoor pool in, but the rest of it we can do with existing revenues. And if we can't do
it, I'll run for mayor and by God, we'll get it done."
The new library facility was now the jewel of the community. The women of Payson who had started it
all with a dream, back in 1921, would be amazed at what they had worked so hard for and what they, and
their descendants, had accomplished through the years. Payson now had a library to be proud of!

Growth Through the Years
Here are some statistics that demonstrate the growth of Payson and the Payson Library through the years:
In 1965 the library collection had 12,240 items with a circulation (number of items checked out) of 8,340,
the size of the library was 3,000 square feet, and the population of Payson was 1,056.
In 1985 the collection had grown to 26,128 items with a circulation of 52,596, the size of the library was
7,900 square feet, and Payson’s population was now 7,000.
In 1995 the collection had 50,750 items with a circulation of 81,864, the size of the library was still just
7,900 square feet, and Payson’s population was 8,377.
In 2003 (the library was now in the new facility) the collection consisted of 103,826 items with 13,950
library patrons, a library staff of five full-time and three part-time employees, along with 115 unpaid
volunteers, the size of the new library was 15,756 square feet, and Payson’s population was approximately
15,000.
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It was an evening to remember
In October 2003, the library planned a fun evening for the kids with Harry Potter as the theme.
Unfortunately, this created a problem for some Payson residents. Here’s how it was described by the
Payson Roundup:
“As children walked into the library Wednesday, a group outside shouted through
bullhorns, telling the youngsters that they were going to hell.
“Protesters from Victory Chapel greeted children outside the Payson Public Library as
they entered to attend an event called "Harry Potter, a Kid's Night Out."
"The protesters yelled things like, ‘God would think Harry Potter is an abomination,'" 13year-old Breanne Standifird said.
“Two other children, ages 10 and 12, said the protesters were shouting that Harry
Potter is the work of the devil and that the children could be forgiven, if they would
repent.
“Harry Potter books feature characters like witches and wizards and have drawn
criticism from some religious groups.
“Library circulation clerk Pat Helmick said she thought the protesters crossed the line by
yelling at the children.
"They were screaming, ‘Don't go in there, it's evil. Don't read Harry Potter.' It was
amazing and pathetic," Helmick said. "I mean, if you don't want your kids to read a
book, then just don't have them read it. It's so simple. A person came in and gave me a
copy of the paper they were handing the children. It had scriptures on it talking about
abominations and adultery -- stuff that I never got from reading Harry Potter. I mean,
my goodness."
“Parents were upset about how the protesters approached the children.
"I had a friend drop my daughter off at the library," Breanne's mother, Lori Standifird
said. "But when I heard there were protesters yelling at the children I was concerned for
my daughter's safety and drove over and saw that there were about seven protesters
with signs. They had a megaphone and they were shouting things at the children. My
daughter said she never felt threatened. In fact, she thought it was sad that these poor
misled people didn't have anything better to do with their time. But I was concerned
because you never know what extremists are going to do. I saw the police there talking
with some of the protesters."
“Police were called to the scene when a man leaving the library had a confrontation
with the protesters.
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"The officers arrived and separated the parties and took statements," Payson Police Lt.
Don Engler said.
"It has been forwarded to the town attorney's office for review."
“Library director Terry Morris said she respects the group's right to protest, but not the
way they frightened the children.
"The way these people were shouting at the children really scared some of them,"
Morris said. "It also made them feel like they were doing something horrible by going to
an event at their public library."
“Victory Chapel Pastor Gary Basham said the scare tactic was justified.
"Yes we scared them, but I'd rather scare them to heaven than just let them go to hell -because hell's kind of scary." Basham said. "What we were trying to do was a peaceable
protest against witchcraft and sorcery which Harry Potter is directly involved with. The
Bible says to raise your children up in the ways of the Lord, not in sorcery. The Bible
speaks out against witchcraft and sorcery throughout the old and new testaments. We
believe that this Harry Potter thing is wicked. All we were trying to do is open the
people's eyes to reality -- it's not just a little story book."
“Basham, who admits he has never read any of the Harry Potter books, believes that the
author J.K. Rowling is a witch herself and is trying to promote witchcraft through her
books.
"In reality, we really didn't mean to frighten the children," Basham said. "It's the parents
we wanted to scare, and now I think we've got their attention. Our message is that the
parents should teach their kids what the Bible says about this. Then they would know."
“When asked if he believed it was fair to hurt children to send a message to parents,
Basham responded, "Is hell going to hurt?"
“Children attending the event participated in contests and activities like pumpkin
painting and raffles.
Local Forest Service ranger station personnel brought in wildlife displays and taught the
children about owls -- birds frequently mentioned in the Harry Potter books. Prizes were
given to each of the children and included Harry Potter books, movies, toys and hats.
"We planned this event for a long time and it was great for the children," Morris said.
"Next year we're going to do a ‘Lord of the Rings' theme."
"The kids had a good time, despite the protesters," Helmick said. "But we didn't let the
kids leave unless they were with a parent in case the Victory Chapel people were out
there lurking on a corner."
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[Editor’s note: current Circulation Desk Supervisor, Kylea Donaldson, remembers attending this event as
a young child.]

2012 - And then it was time ….
After 28 years of working at the library and also serving as the Library Director, Terry Morris submitted
her well-earned retirement in the summer of 2012. Terry’s vision and dedication through the years saw
her efforts succeed in getting the funds for the new library facility at 328 N. McLane Road in Rumsey Park
approved. She worked long and hard for many years to convince the Town of Payson of the need for a
larger and safer building which would meet the community’s needs. Terry demonstrated her love for the
people of Payson as she created a beautiful environment that made everyone feel welcome.

“…the Town of Payson has been truly blessed with a lady who
understands the importance of hard work, not giving up,
loving with all her heart, and taking pride in the job she was
asked to do.”
Terry Morris, a moving force for the Payson Library for
twenty-eight years.

The Payson Roundup published this letter to the editor dated September 7, 2012:
“Congratulations to Terry Morris on her retirement!
“According to the dictionary, a library is “an arranged collection of books; the building
where such a “collection is kept.” Well, that definition has certainly changed through
the years.
“The library of today is a vibrant hub of activity, offering a variety of levels of education,
entertainment, solace and exploration! Books for one and all, audio books, movies,
music, reference materials, newspapers, magazines, activities for children almost every
day of the week, public computers to access the Internet, various classes, a quiet place
to study, or just relax and simply enjoy a cup of coffee. Every day the library is filled with
adventure, travel, laughter, meeting old friends, making new friends, learning, having
fun, and enjoying life.
“That’s a lot to get in a “building where books are collected and kept.”
“Terry Morris has given almost 30 years of her life to making the Payson Public Library
such a library, and her role has certainly changed with the times. As director of the
library, Terry was called upon to act as “master of ceremonies” of a daily three-ring
34

circus: making decisions about which books to keep, which books to purchase, which
books to accept as a donation; interacting with patrons and staff and meeting their
changing needs; being the accountant who keeps the books balanced; waving her magic
wand when monies are tight (or frequently non-existent) to pay for on-going building
maintenance and repairs; being the “creative idea person” for new library services, for
offering exciting children’s activities, for fund-raisers, for developing library advertising;
being the “mover and shaker” to propose, fund and develop public support for a brandnew 15,000-square-foot library facility which has become the “jewel” of our community
today; being the lady who looks into her crystal ball to see where the library functions
are headed in the next 10 to 20 years and being ready at a moment’s notice to change
gears as needed.
“Terry has done all that, and plenty more, including picking up a shovel and digging out
trenches to keep the library from being flooded when it was located on Main Street.
“We wonder sometimes about how life works, and with Terry, the Town of Payson has
been truly blessed with a lady who understands the importance of hard work, not giving
up, loving with all her heart, and taking pride in the job she was asked to do.
“The Payson Public Library was Terry’s destiny, her reason for being, and we are all
indebted to her for her vision, her courage, her dedication, and her belief in bringing the
absolute best to the patrons every single day.
“From all your loving friends, thank you, Terry, for a job well-done! As you begin the
next chapter of your life, may you enjoy a well-deserved rest, and may retirement bring
you much satisfaction and a few more adventures along the way.”
submitted by Kathy Morgan, on behalf of all your friends at the Payson Public Library
In October 2012 Emily Linkey took the reins as the incoming Library Director. This article dated
November 30, 2012 in the Payson Roundup explains some of the challenges facing the new director:
“Payson has a new librarian.
“Thank goodness.
“The Payson Town Council last week officially welcomed newly hired Library Director
Emily Linkey, who will take charge of a library in turmoil.
“Linkey, who has a master’s in library science and comes from Glendale, said “the
community has been absolutely amazing. But everyone wants the Saturday hours back.”
“The library has gone through a string of resignations and firings since the retirement of
long-time library director Terry Morris, who spent 30 years working for the town and
running the library.
“Subsequent firings of some longtime library workers and the elimination of the
Saturday hours upset many library users, particularly the core of volunteers who have
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become essential to the operations in recent years as the library has struggled with
town budget cuts.
“Some of the firings caused disputes within the tight-knit library community, saying that
some of those actions were based on rumors of personal feuds rather than job
performance.
“For the public, the loss of the Saturday hours caused the most complaint. But the
personnel shifts left the library without enough people to cover the Saturday hours.
“Linkey said she hopes she can restore the Saturday hours after the first of the year.
“We’re going to be hiring some staff. There’s going to be a lot of good stuff. The town
has been awesome and made me feel very welcome,” she told the town council last
Thursday.”

The years go by and the Payson Library needs to expand, again
The Payson community continues to grow and thrive, with the 2020 census reporting a population now
of 16,351, up from 13,620 in 2000. And the Payson Library continues to grow to meet the community
needs. Beginning in 2018 and continuing into 2019, discussions were held with the Library Friends of
Payson to contemplate having them pay the costs involved to increase the size of the building.
Almost twenty years from when the new building opened to the public in 2002, with expansion of the
library again becoming a need, instead of just a want, and after much discussion, many meetings, a lot of
planning, decisions being made, and with money in the bank to pay for it, the Library Friends of Payson
agreed to move forward with paying for the construction of a new 2,000 square foot addition to the library
building. The new space would provide a second large meeting room, holding up to 90 people, for use by
various community organizations. Long Design Associates was chosen to design and draw up blueprints
for the addition and 1st Priority Builders was chosen as the general contractor.

John Wilson, LFOP treasurer, and
Linda Lanctot, LFOP president,
receive a check for $100,00 from the
estate of Arlene Kowalski, a local
artist.
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2019 …. On December 6, 2019, members of Library Friends, along with library staff, broke ground and
construction officially began. The cost of the addition was funded completely with donations from legacy
donations and library supporters. This addition, which cost over $630,000, was completed in the summer
of 2021 and officially donated to the Town of Payson in August, 2021.
From a Payson Roundup article dated December 13, 2019:
“Payson Public Library Director Emily Linkey and Library Friends of Payson, President
Linda Lanctot, did the honors at the December 6 groundbreaking ceremony for a 2,000square-foot addition to the library, 328 N. McLane Rd.
“Also participating were Ken O'Dell, architect and Shannon Long, both of Long Design,
and Tyler Goodman of 1st Priority Builders, the project contractor.
Groundbreaking
ceremony held on
December 6, 2019.
In attendance were
Library Director
Emily Linkey, LFOP
President Linda
Lanctot, Ken Odell,
architect, Shannon
Long, Long Design
and Tyler
Goodman, 1st
Priority Builders.

“The Library Friends of Payson are paying for the meeting room addition, continuing a
long tradition of supporting the library, which includes buying books, supplies, and
equipment needed to enable the Library to best serve Rim Country.
“Construction was scheduled to begin this week and be completed in the late spring.”
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However, as they say, the best laid plans often go awry. Due to many unforeseen circumstances, the
new addition would not be completed until the summer of 2021.

2021 – Library addition finally completed
This article dated August 21, 2021, from the Payson Roundup describes the process of construction of the
new addition:
“Someone once said, “Patience is a virtue.” Everyone who has been involved with the
new addition to the library has definitely learned the meaning of that statement.
“When the existing library building was completed in January 2001, the Library Friends
of Payson raised money from donations to pay for materials inside the building, such as
chairs, tables, computers and shelving. They invested the money that remained after
these purchases in the stock market, and in the years since 2001, that money grew
considerably. The Friends group decided the money should to be used for a building
fund whenever the town determined the library needed to expand.
“In April 2018, LFOP was notified that it had been chosen as a beneficiary of Arlene
Kowalski’s estate. The gift was more than $100,000, with additional funds coming once
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all the estate’s properties were sold. This was exciting news, and the board and
members of the LFOP were absolutely thrilled. The board put the donations received
from the Kowalski estate in the building fund, adding to the funds that had been earning
dividends and interest all along.
“Then LFOP was approached with an idea … How about funding a library expansion —
not for more books and shelves, but for a large meeting room that could hold up to 150200 people at one time? In the spring of 2019, the LFOP board discussed the idea and
agreed that this would be an excellent use of the funds they had been holding onto for
almost 20 years.
“The concept for the addition was to add on approximately 2,000 square feet to the
existing meeting room, with the option of having a divider, instead of a fixed wall, which
could be used between the existing meeting room and the new meeting room, thus
offering more usage with the space.
“Finally, in December 2019, groundbreaking took place and the project was on its way.
“Not having a crystal ball, no one could foresee the looming pandemic that would bring
the world to its knees in early 2020. Payson was not spared from the effects of the
coronavirus, and work on the addition quickly came to a halt, or crept along at a snail’s
pace. But work continued, and slowly each part of the project fell into place. By spring of
this year, the final touches remained: the outside walkways and ramps were poured, the
safety railings went up, and in late June the town did its last inspection. They gave the
“thumbs up” and issued the long-awaited “Certificate of Occupancy.”
“The existing meeting room is now divided (with a movable divider) into two spaces:
one space can be used for smaller groups for meetings, and the second space is now
designated as a game room, with several computer stations set up around the room.
The third space is the new meeting room, which can hold up to 80 occupants. Groups
who previously used the meeting room are once again holding their meetings at the
library.
“The Payson Public Library meeting rooms are available to local clubs, not-for-profit
groups, businesses and government entities for meetings, workshops, and seminars.
Nonprofit groups with 501(c)(3) paperwork or any government agency may use the
meeting room free, so long as the meeting being held is open to the public.
“For classes or seminars where fees are charged for attendance or for any business or
for-profit group, there is a charge of $100 for up to 4 hours of meeting room use and
$25 for each additional hour. Nonprofit groups must attach a copy of their 501(c)(3)
form to a copy of our policy when it is submitted. The meeting room may not be used
for private parties or events. The library reserves the right to refuse usage for any
meeting that would be incompatible with the environment maintained at the library or
the use thereof by its patrons for library purposes.
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“The Library Friends of Payson is appreciative to those who contributed their financial
donations over the years, and in particular to the estate of Arlene Kowalski. This
addition to the Payson library, which was paid for entirely by the Library Friends of
Payson, will stand as a long-lasting monument to the importance of our local library in
our community.”
The Payson Roundup describes the turnover of the new building addition to the Town in their article
dated September 3, 2021:
“Payson Library Director Emily Linkey whipped off her mask during the Aug. 26 Payson
Council meeting in excitement to announce the recent addition to the library.
“I do get the privilege and honor to present to the Town of Payson the new meeting
room. This space has capacity for 100 people,” she said.
“The total cost came to a whopping $640,000.
“Not one of those dollars came out of the tax fund,” said Linkey, with a smile on her
face.
“The nonprofit organization, Library Friends, “scrimped and saved for 20 years waiting
for the day to put those funds to work for you,” said Linkey.
“The small meeting room at the library previously did not provide enough room for the
many events and meetings the library hosts.
“We were at the point of turning them away,” said Linkey.
“Library Friends raised money through several outlets. The most popular, the Taste of
the Rim fundraiser, opened the library up to restaurants in the area to showcase their
fare paired with wine tastings.
“The Library Friends also run a used bookstore in a corner of the library stocked with
donated books. Many sell for as low as a nickel.
“In recent years, the Library Friends received a $100,000 bequeathment. Other years,
donations of up to $50,000 have swelled coffers.
“The outpouring of generosity has touched Linkey.
“I’ve worked in small and large towns and I’ve never seen a library with such support,”
she said.
“The Payson Library receives a yearly budget from Gila County property taxes. The town
provides another portion of the budget.
“Then we have the Library Friends that donated $40,000 to $50,000 yearly, raised a
nickel at a time,” she said.
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“The Library Friends have fixed whatever Linkey has asked for in the past two years.
“They have not once turned me down,” she said, even when she asked for help
engineering the roof runoff so it didn’t increase the amount of ice.
“Then there are the volunteers. Some have volunteered for 30 years.
“I have volunteers in their late 80s,” she said. “They are such a part of the library.”
“Already, the town council has used the new meeting room for a work session on the
negotiations with the MHA Foundation on the Granite Dells Park and community center.
“I’m very proud to present the library meeting room to the Town of Payson,” said
Linkey.”

Interior of the new meeting room addition, which can hold up to 98 people without tables.

2020 – The covid pandemic strikes
During this same time frame, beginning in the early spring of 2020, the Covid-19 pandemic struck
worldwide. Payson, including the library, was affected in many ways. Lockdowns requiring non-essential
workers to stay home impacted the ability of the Payson Library to function as normal. For several months
in 2020 the library remained in operation with staff reporting for duty, but access to the library by patrons
was limited to ordering books via phone and having them delivered by a staff member at curbside.
Meetings which were usually held in the meeting room were discontinued. Sterilization measures were
taken which involved wiping down DVD’s, CDs and book covers with cleaning fluids. Cleaning within the
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library itself was stepped up and became a serious issue. Masks were worn at all times by staff and
volunteers. It was, and continues to be, a trying situation for everyone, as the pandemic shows no signs
of abating.
This article from the Payson Roundup dated March 26, 2020 explained how things worked during the shutdown period:
“No books? No problem.
“No internet? Got that covered.
“Bored kids? Help is on the way.
“The Payson Public Library may have closed its doors, but it’s still open to help the
public.
“The library has staff reading to kids online, curbside pickup of books and internet
service that spills out into the parking lot.
“Just don’t park in the disabled spots,” said David Grasse, a library employee. “It’s an
important parking spot for all sorts of services.”
“Information hotline
“Grasse has also taken on the job of manning the town’s COVID-19 information number,
928-474-9260. He said with a chuckle, “We don’t know all the answers, but we know
where to find them as we are librarians.”
“Children’s story time
“Each week, library staff is reading a book to the wee ones through Facebook Live.
Virtual story times for preschoolers are on Tuesdays at 11 a.m. For baby time, it’s
Wednesdays at 11 a.m.
“People are interested in this,” said Grasse. “They say, ‘This is the best thing ever.’”
“Book and DVD check out
“The book circulation looks different from normal — check outs have moved to online
or by phone.
“Staff will leave books curbside.
“The limit is three books for adults, 10 for children and youth up to age 12.
“DVDs are limited to three per person. Only one may be a new release. Staff cannot
read all the titles available. Library users must know what they would like to read.
“Newspapers and magazines are not available for check out.
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“Regular due dates and late charges apply.
“Grasse suggested if calling in for a book or DVD, do so before arriving at the library.
“If they call from their car in the parking lot, it takes longer,” he said.
“Wi-Fi access
“For many, the library provided free Wi-Fi, a valuable resource as many services have
moved online because of the pandemic.
“Just because the lobby is closed doesn’t mean the Wi-Fi isn’t up and running strong.
“People have told me it works almost to halfway across the baseball field in front of the
library,” said Grasse.’
Ultimately, in June 2021 the Town made the decision to allow patrons to have access inside the library
again, requesting that masks be worn while in the building. Spacing was established that kept patrons
from being any closer than six feet from the Circulation Desk, and new seating in the computer area was
established, keeping patrons from being close to one another. These steps were taken to protect and
ensure the health of everyone in the library, patrons and staff both.
Even though patrons weren’t able to get inside the library for part of the past two years, it’s interesting
to see the statistics provided by Library Director Emily Linkey for fiscal year 2020-2021 (July 2020 – June
2021): there were 14,289 active library accounts (out of a Payson population of 16,238); total circulation
was 75,145 through March, 2021; 31,823 people visited the library; there was a total 5,495 computer logons and 1,632 wireless sessions; and 5,902 reference questions were answered.
Throughout the past two years the staff at the Payson Library has worked extremely hard to meet the
patrons’ needs, offering the same professional level of service they have always provided, and the library
continues to remain the center of the community, as it has always been.

Library Services
Library Services provided to the community are many and varied. Besides books and movies, the library
offers audio books, both on CD and downloadable via Overdrive, music CDs, magazines, newspapers, large
print books, jigsaw puzzles, various children’s and adult programs, a seed library for gardeners, computer
and wi-fi access, copies, tax forms, proctor for long-distance learning, study rooms, meeting rooms for
large groups, and the in-house Library Friends of Payson Bookstore.
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The Payson Roundup describes the need for Homebound Services in their article dated April 9, 2001:
"It's a lifesaver. For me, being without books is like starving. I just look forward to having
something to read."
“That's Payson resident Helen Nu extolling the virtues of a service for local shut-ins
offered by the Payson Library's support organization, Library Friends of Payson.
“Nu who 18 years ago suffered a spinal injury that leaves her confined to a wheelchair,
had a difficult time obtaining library materials before the program began last December.
"Unlike many of those who use this service, I can get to the library," she said. "My
trouble is maneuvering my wheelchair through those narrow aisles, which is just about
impossible. So this service is very valuable to me."
“Members of the Library Friends designed the service for wannabe-readers of any age in
the Payson area who are unable to visit the library due to an illness or disability, those
who must depend on someone for transportation, or even caregivers who have a hard
time getting out of the house, program organizer Peggy Freeman said.
“Through the service, volunteers provide patrons with books, books on tape and videos
within the library's catalog all preselected by the patron.
“Now 4 months old, the shut-in service has been inexplicably slow to take off, Freeman
said.
"At the moment we have about 25 volunteers and about 15 shut-ins signed up. I think
we need to stress that this is not a charity; it is a service, and it costs the taxpayers
nothing."
“The benefits of the service include much more than books and other literary materials,
said Diane Ruman and Diana Garrity, a pair of Library Friends members who also serve
as volunteer workers for the shut-in service.
"It's joyful for us, because we get to visit people like Helen," Garrity said. "We don't just
drop the books off and leave; we stay and visit, chat, laugh."
“Ruman delivers books to shut-ins between Star Valley and Christopher Creek, where
she lives.
"I originally thought there'd be so many people who'd want this service," she said. But
thus far, she has only one client on her route: an 82-year-old Christopher Creek woman
who is legally blind and has developed a fondness for books on tape.
"We need to get the word out," Ruman said. "I know there are a lot of people who could
really use and enjoy this service."
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Library Activities
Here are just a few of the many varied library activities over the years - “Dr Seuss/Cat in the Hat,” Cinco
de Mayo, Halloween “Trick ‘r Treat,” children’s Christmas programs, “Cooking with Kids,” cooking classes
for adults, free computer classes, art exhibits by local artists, summer reading programs, story-time,
puppet shows, tea parties, craft programs, movies for young and old, musical events, etc. You name it,
the library has done it!

As a library technician, Harry Kuperberg
wears many hats, including the one he
dons each March to read “The Cat in the
Hat” during the library’s annual Dr. Seuss
birthday bash.

Margarette Jesus, Assistant Director at
the Payson Public Library, front and
Harry Kuperberg, Technical Services for
the library, rear, assist the Tiny Tots as
they learn to do the reindeer hop.
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Memorable Library staff through the years
The Payson Library wouldn’t be the success it is today without the hard work and dedication of those who
were responsible for the day-to-day operations of the library. Here are some of the librarians who served
the Payson community and managed the Payson Library over the years:
Nan Pyle, Guy Logsdon, Jacque Cline Sanders, Dr. Ed Miller, Terry Morris, and Emily Linkey (current Library
Director)
Nan Pyle, Payson’s Millionaire Heiress and Library Angel
Nan Pyle arrived in Payson in 1952, newly married (at the age of thirty-seven} to rancher Lewis Pyle (age
seventy), and she took Payson by storm. Nan was wealthy, she was a “mover and a shaker,” and boy
howdy, did she shake things up. As it was reported by Gordon Sabine in his book, Nan Pyle, Payson’s
Unhappy Millionaire, “you either loved Nan or you hated her.” Nan was bigger than life, and when she
set her mind to accomplish something, she usually did.
Nathalie Huntress Smith was born in Upper Montclair, New Jersey on February 26, 1915 to a wealthy
father and a socialite mother. She grew up just a few miles across the Hudson River from New York City.
Nan married her first husband at the age of 23, primarily to escape her domineering mother, but she was
soon divorced. She came West for health reasons in her early thirties and purchased a 300-acre ranch in
New River, Arizona. She met, and soon married, local Payson rancher, forester, pack-train operator,
mountain lion hunter, and an all-around-good-ol’-boy, Lewis Pyle.
Nan moved to Payson with Lewis in 1952 and she quickly joined the Womans Club. Among other things,
she volunteered many hours of her own time to be the one-woman staff on duty at the tiny library
operated by the Womans Club. To expand the library collection, she started buying books herself – mostly
books by Louis L’Amour and Zane Grey, but Nan also made sure that the library had something for
everyone, including novels considered risqué by some for those seeking something a little out of the
ordinary. Time after time, Nan would return from her book buying expeditions in Phoenix with her station
wagon loaded down with books she purchased at Scribner’s Bookstore.
She bought the books, she paid for an addition to the original one-room library space, and she helped
fund the first part-time trained librarian, Guy Logsdon, who was also the librarian at Payson High School.
Towards the end of her life, Nan was sending checks of $500 to $1,000 a month to the library for books.
She was the greatest friend the Payson Library ever had. She approached Jacque (Cline Griffin) Sanders
and convinced her to become interested in library work. (Jacque had been a member of one of the early
kindergarten classes Nan Pyle started in Payson.)
No professional librarian, Jacque learned fast on the job, and promoted the library until it was ready in
1990 for its first professionally trained librarian, Dr. Edward Miller. He was a professor who came from
the University of Arizona graduate library school faculty to try practicing what he had been preaching
about in the classroom and who inherited the dividends from the library support Nan had started.
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Nan always pronounced the word “li-berry.” No matter; she knew what it stood for. Nan loved the little
library on Main Street and supported the library until her death in 1985, at the age of seventy. She is
buried next to her husband in the Payson Pioneer Cemetery.
After her death, the “Nan Pyle Distingushed Service Award,” was established in Nan Pyle’s honor to
recognize volunteers who went “above and beyond” in their support of the library. Among the many
recipients of the award through the years are: Margie Buland, Jackie Ricker, Peggy Gray, Jim Gray, John
Wilson, Sue Wilson, Judy Buettner, Jim Buettner, Peggy Freeman, Romaine Brophy, and Linda Lanctot.
Here is a more complete list of those who were recognized and honored with the Nan Pyle Award:
Jackie Ricker
Romaine Brophy
Linda Lanctot (2009)
Judy Buettner
Peggy Freeman
Pete Rothenbach (2010)
Sue Wilson
Marge Buland
Karen Thornton (2011)
Dave Ricker
Billie Gibbs
Alice Natale (2012)
Peggy Gray
Wilma Dalby
Myrna Tipps (2013)
Jim Buettner
Jeanne Schoonover
Kathy Morgan (2014)
John Wilson
Mary Lou Lopez-Miler
Nina Kent (2015)
Richard Haddad
Jack and Betsy Quinn (2008)
In addition to supporting the library, Nan also established a local veterinary clinic (she always had quite a
menagerie of various pets and birds;, she bred award-winning Manx cats, owned the Hassayampa Cattery,
and imported the first Abyssinians into Phoenix). She opened an art school/art gallery in Payson. She
opened the first kindergarten in Payson in a house she purchased; it was called Small Fry, and Nan gave it
to the School District #10 of Gila County in 1966. She supported the members of the Tonto Apache Tribe,
and was instrumental in helping the tribe receive federal recognition and aided them in their goal of
ultimately establishing the current Tonto Apache Reservation south of Payson.
Also dear to her heart was the work of the Payson Clinic, as Nan understood that Payson needed a more
modern, up-to-date medical facility to care for those who were injured or ill. When her husband, Lewis,
died in 1975, Nan gave $100,000 in his memory from the sale of their ranch. [Editor’s note: in today’s
money that would be approximately $500,000.] It was the kick-off for a building fund with a goal of $1.2
million for a major expansion. This was completed in 1978 and the expanded facility was named the Lewis
R. Pyle Memorial Hospital. It had grown to 44 beds. Over the years, records show that Nan Pyle
contributed over a quarter of a million dollars to the hospital.
Nan Pyle left her mark on the small, western town of Payson, Arizona, in so many ways, big and small. To
this day, there is a plaque in her honor on the Womans Club building next to the front door. As they say,
“she was some kind of woman, alright!”
Jacque Cline Sanders, who succeeded Nan as director of the library, remembers her time working in the
Payson Library:
“I grew up in Payson and knew Nan Pyle for as long as I can remember. I was in the kindergarten class
that she established and paid for out of her own funds.
“Nan Pyle designated herself the librarian in the mid-1960’s and continued to support the library
financially for twenty years. Nan hired an assistant, Florence Lessard, who managed the day-to-day
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operation of the library from 1966 until 1984. At that time there were two full time and 1 part-time
employees. The Womans Club supported the library with a three-member trustee board, but Nan Pyle
was the financial backer, paying for needed repairs to the building, purchasing the books, and whatever
else needed to be paid for.
“Once I graduated from college in 1983, I moved back to Payson and, in the summer of 1984, Nan
approached me about working with her in the library. My job was to keep the books and make sure the
accounts were correct. But I would soon take over more responsibilities as Florence decided it was time
to retire, after her almost twenty years at the library.
“In September 1984 I was given the title of Library Manager and, knowing I needed another person to
help me in the library, I hired Terry Morris, who had previously worked in the Kingman, Arizona library
and she had actual, hands-on library experience. In addition to our daily library duties, Terry and I
oversaw the completion of an addition to the existing building. It was also during our time together that
we were successful in getting the Town of Payson to assume responsibility for the financial support of
the library. After Nan’s passing in 1985, the Womans Club was no longer able to provide the needed
funds.
“From the beginning, Terry and I began to work closely with a handful of loyal and hard-working
volunteers to support the library in a political fashion. This core group of individuals banded together to
begin the process of spreading the word for the need for a new facility, one that would meet the needs
of the growing Payson community. This group became the Library Friends of Payson.”
“I left the library in 1990, and Dr. Ed Miller then came on board as Library Director. Dr. Miller was a
librarian with ASU and really had the technical knowledge our little library needed. Terry worked
directly with Dr. Miller and when he retired about four years later, Terry was promoted to Library
Director.”
Terry Morris – As the new Library Director, Terry continued the work that Dr. Miller had begun and she
understood that Payson was a community on the move and the community needed a library facility that
would provide the space needed for more books and an adequate meeting space, and the tiny building
on Main Street had simply out-lived its purpose. Terry and her loyal band of employees and hardworking volunteers made it their goal to find the monies required to build a new, modern library facility.
Terry also brought her vision of what a library should be to the day-to-day operation and provided much
needed services, in addition to simply books and movies. For twenty-eight years, Terry was the face and
heart of the Payson Library.
In Terry’s own words, she describes the role she played in the progress of the Payson community: “My
dear friend, Cheryl Gay, and I founded the “Time Out Shelter” for victims of domestic violence, creating
a safer community. Cheryl and I started “Granny’s Attic” which still adds tax dollars to the community. I
was instrumental in developing the concept of the “Arizona Cowboy Hall of Fame and Museum.” This
could make Payson a focal point of Arizona. I have two loves – my family and the library. I view the
library as an educational facility. It affords all of us the opportunity to better ourselves. Without an
educated populace we don’t have anyone to work in our small industries and be leaders in our
communities. One of the things industries look at before moving to a community are its schools and
library, because education is important to them and their employees.
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And this, again in Terry’s own words, is her vision for the Rim Country: “A healthy community that
embraces all genders, ages and economic levels. Working together, setting aside our own personal
agendas. Each of us realizing that it takes all of us to make it happen. We are all part of the whole.”
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The History of the
Library Friends of Payson
Established 1983
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History of the Library Friends of Payson
The purpose of the Library Friends of Payson is to actively promote the library in the community; be the
political arm of the library for campaign issues; work with community leadership; volunteer to help with
special events held at the library and promote fundraising activities; established as a non-profit group in
1983.
The Library Friends of Payson mission statement reads: “The Library Friends of Payson is a private, nonprofit organization whose mission is to provide financial and community support to the Payson Public
Library. We believe that public libraries are an integral aspect of community identity and development,
and we support endeavors that encourage literacy and free inquiry within the individual, the family, and
society.”
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John Wilson, who has faithfully served as LFOP Treasurer since 1991, provided this information about
the origins of the Library Friends of Payson:

Library Friends of Payson
Where we’ve come from: the Past
The Library Friends of Payson was organized on September 24, 1983 with 9 members present. The first
fundraiser was a plant and bake sale on October 1, 1983 and the first equipment donated to the library
was a microfilm reader. (The Northern Gila Co. Genealogy Society, Inc paid one-half of the cost.) On
August 27, 1987 the Internal Revenue Service acknowledged that we were a 501(c)(3) tax exempt
organization. In March, 1994 the Friends were Incorporated as the Library Friends of Payson, Inc. (LFOP)
(Previously it was an unincorporated association.)
In February 1989 the first donation to a Building Fund was received. The vision of a new library grew
from then. Even a defeated bond election for the construction didn’t deter the Friends from their goal.
The Friends decided to raise the entire cost of a new library. The response to this fund-raising activity
persuaded the Town Council to build the new library with the Friends paying for the interior equipment
and furnishings. The Friends raised almost $500,000 of which $350,000 was used for the new library,
and $150,000 remains to be used for an anticipated expansion of the library. The new 15,765 squarefoot library, designed by Lawrence Enyart Architects, opened in 2002.

Where We Are Today: the Present (2004)
The mission of the Library Friends of Payson is to provide financial and community support to the
Payson Public Library, including, but not limited to, endeavors that encourage literacy and free inquiry
within the individual, the family, and society.
The attached fact sheet tells the current [2004] library story. Many of the services the library offers are
made possible by the financial support of the Library Friends of Payson. Some of the programs
supported by the Friends are:
•
•
•
•
•

delivery of library materials to shut-ins in the community
a reader’s book club
the library’s summer reading program for children
special activities for young adult readers
a mentoring program for teens preparing to take the GED test

Once each month the Library Friends hosts a speaker on topics of interest to the local community. These
meetings are open to the public, with no charge to attend.
Within the past two years the Friends purchased for the library a security system and several computers
which were needed to run new software implemented by the county library system. LFOP also provides
books to supplement the Accelerated Reading Program used in the Payson schools and helps finance the
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large print, audio, video, and CD collections of the library. Monthly expenditures include $1000 to
purchase new books or replace lost or damaged ones, and a monthly fee for the security system.
To raise funds, the Library Friends maintains a used bookstore at the library and also sells rare books
online. Even though all Friends fundraising activities are accomplished with volunteer labor, the income
from these sources is inadequate to support the ongoing needs of the library, making it necessary for
the Library Friends to promote special event fundraisers from time to time.
Where We’re Going: the Next Five to Ten Years
The need for library services is growing rapidly. The Friends plan to assist the library in meeting the
needs of the community, through acquisition of materials, equipment, sponsoring literacy programs,
etc. As the needs of the library increase, so does the need for LFOP funding.
Space will also become an issue in the near future. Within the next five years, the library will need to
increase the amount of space for its collections and services. The LFOP will seek additional donations to
fund equipment and furnishings for the new addition.
In addition to the fundraising activities named previously, the Friends would like to identify sources of
sustainable funds. Consequently, major gifts such as insurance policies, wills, and multiyear
commitments will be sought. Such gifts will provide an income source that will better enable the library
to plan ahead to meet the needs of the community.
Payson Public Library Fact Sheet
Dated 12/01/04
Services
Number of cardholders: 11,519
Number of new cards issued each month:

140-150

Circulation: varies per month
October 2004:
Adult print materials:
6,310
Juvenile print materials: 2,211
Young adult print materials:
283
Adult non-print materials:
4,610
Total circulation:

13,414

October 2003
Total circulation

12, 761

Computer usage per month:

1,500-1,600
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Budget Issues
Average cost of a new book:
$18.50
Interlibrary loan costs (postage) per month:
$140
Acquisitions (new releases):
$33,000
Other
Demographics:

approximately 1/3 of card holders live outside the town limits (Star Valley,
Christopher Creek, Mesa del, etc.)

Average volunteer hours per month*: 695 (*this number reflects the number of volunteer hours
donated to the library. It doesn’t include volunteer hours for LFOP activities.)

Cliff Potts, who served a term as LFOP President, remembers the early years:
“During the 1996 – 1997 timeframe, the Library Friends were a very active organization that had been
organized for some years. I succeeded Jim Gray, and his wife Peggy may have been president prior to Jim,
but I’m not sure. I think there were about 45 members with 30 being very active. All of the library
volunteers were members. Along with the Head Librarian and another employee, the volunteers
operated the library. John Wilson was the ongoing treasurer and his wife Sue was a very active
organizer. Romain Brophy had taken over as newsletter organizer. Terry Morris was the head librarian
and a great support to the organization. Our major undertaking during my term was a bond election to
fund the library that we have now. At that time the library was in the Womans Club building, where the
thrift store is presently. We were very positive about the community support for the election. Yet on the
eve of the election a counter campaign blasted on KMOG radio in the final days leading up to the election,
overrode the public support and the bond question went down to defeat. Undaunted, subsequent to my
term as president, the LFOP worked with the Town Council and provided funding support to build the
original portion of the library we have now.”
Another early LFOP member, Romaine Brophy, remembers: “When I joined, the Library Friends had
already established the Building Fund to help finance the badly needed new building. A year or two
previously, the Friends had convinced the City Council to allocate money for a new Library. According to
Jackie Ricker (the Secretary at the time), an agreement had been reached in principle, only to be
rescinded at the last minute.
“In 1995, Mayor Vern Stiffler promised the town there would not be any tax increases without a vote of
the people, so a special ballot was held, which was defeated. People were not willing to pay the extra
0.25% sales tax increase (only 25 cents on a $100 purchase). It was a bitter disappointment.
“The Library Friends continued to raise funds in the community for the Building Fund, and in just a few
years, we had accumulated $100,000. I remember the Fund increasing rapidly after that milestone was
reached. As Terry Morris said, "Nothing succeeds like success.” Suddenly, we were receiving grants and
new contributions, including an anonymous donor who promised to match donations up to $50,000.
“So, in 2001, a new mayor, Ray Schum, decided to use a two million dollar Town contingency fund to
build the new building on Town property at Rumsey Park. A year and a half later, we had our grand
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opening. By that time, the Building Fund contained nearly half a million dollars, about $350,000+ of
which was used to furnish the Library. The rest was held back for future expansions, and financed the
new addition. I think it is important to note that all of this - the Rumsey Park building, all of the interior
furnishings, and the new addition, were completed without a penny of increased taxes to the
community.”
Noted LFOP Presidents: (this is not a complete list of LFOP presidents)
Peggy Gray
Mary Nolan
Conrad Okerwall
Jim Gray
Patty Urch
Linda Lanctot
Cliff Potts
Karen Wartick
Judy Buettner
Alice Natale
John Wilson has served as LFOP treasurer since 1991….that’s over 30 years of service! (Thank you, John!)

Judy Buettner “Woman of the Year”
In April 2002 Judy Buettner was honored as “Woman of the Year” as noted in the April 14, 2002 article in
the Payson Roundup:
“Judy Buettner is described by her husband, Jim, as a “dynamo.”
“But that may be an understatement. Although Judy has been a Rim country resident for
just five years, she has made a greater impact than most lifetime residents.
“Prior to her arrival in Payson, Judy worked as a business administrator for a dental
office in Rochester, Minn., where she lived for 30 years. But then she retired and, in
January 1997, headed west.
“As soon as she landed in town, Judy started working toward a better Payson. Both she
and Jim got involved in the Main Street redevelopment project; joined an ad-hoc group
formed to assist the Green Valley Park Redevelopment Committee; and hooked up with
the Library Friends, the Payson Public Library’s volunteer fund-raising organization.
“Just a year later, in September 1998, Judy was elected the Library Friends’ president,
and proceeded to lead the charge toward construction of a new 15,765 square foot
facility twice the size of the old and dilapidated Main Street library.
“But Buettner’s leadership and promotional skills along with wildly popular, moneyraising events like the five-year-old Mayor’s Cup Chefs Competition didn’t just bring
Payson a library building. They also stocked the place with its computers, furnishings,
shelving, and other amenities.
“Although the fruit of her efforts finally opened its doors in January, and although she
left the Library Friends’ presidency to pursue a seat on the Payson Town Council, Judy
hasn’t stopped working toward a bigger, better, expanded Payson Public Library.
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Terry Morris, Director, Payson Public Library:
"Judy was an anchor for the Library Friends. She gave them the focus they needed to go
out and raise the money that they did. She is very politically astute as far as knowing
how to work with people. She's a very, very hard worker. I think that she, in the
leadership role, created the glue for it all to work."
Mary Nolan, President, Library Friends:
"Judy Buettner is a grand choice for Woman of the Year. While many people in the past
have taken up the (Library Friends') cause, she brought such an energy to it. She was
really the catalyst for what became major fund-raising. She has lots of skills and gifts,
which she is fortunately willing to share with the community. People listen to her and
feel comfortable bringing their ideas to her."
Jim Buettner, Judy's husband:
"Judy is quite a dynamo, and I'm a little shy, so we both even each other out, I think.
What drives her is that she truly wants to contribute to her community. That's been her
life."
Barbara Brewer, Payson Town Councilmember:
"Since Judy and her husband Jim came to Payson six years ago, she has been deeply
involved with volunteering to build our library as president of the Library Friends; gives
tours of the Rim Country Museum; and always gives of herself tirelessly."
In 2002 the Library Friends of Payson was honored as the recipient of the Arizona Library Friends
Group Award.
The Payson Roundup featured LFOP President Mary Nolan in this article dated December 19, 2002:

Mary Nolan, president of Library Friends
of Payson, holds the plaque designating
the organization best in the state for
2002. The 15-foot Christmas tree in the
background, purchased by Library
Friends, is lit at night and visible from
McLane Road.
“The town has a second official Christmas tree -- in the new Payson Public Library.
“Visible from McLane Road at night, the 15-foot artificial tree features hundreds of
lights and is located in the reading area on the east side of the building.
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"People need to come and see it," Mary Nolan, president of Library Friends of Payson,
said. "At night, when you drive by, it's beautiful."
“The new tree was purchased by Library Friends, a volunteer organization that was
instrumental in getting the new library built.
“For its many contributions, in fact, Library Friends was honored earlier this month as
the 2002 recipient of the Arizona Library Friends Group Award.
"(A plaque) was presented at the Arizona Library Association convention in Phoenix on
Dec. 5," Nolan said.
“The fact that the Payson Public Library hosted the annual convention of Library Friends
of Arizona in early November probably helped the local group win the award.
"We had 45 people here from throughout the state, and they got to see our beautiful
library firsthand," Nolan said.”
Through the years, Library Friends has purchased the following for the library: shelving,
furnishings (chairs, tables, podium), technology, computers, printers, artwork, security
system, the purchase of the bulk of new books and new movies, paid for various repairs
to the building, and paid for the new 2,000 square foot addition completed in 2021.

Sue Wilson – Volunteer Extraordinaire
Sue Wilson was one of the most generous, hard-working, truly funny, and interesting individuals I’ve ever
had the pleasure of knowing. I met Sue when I became a volunteer in the LFOP Bookstore in 2002. Sue
was one of the volunteers I worked with and she was just amazing.
Sue was born on July 28, 1929, and grew up in Phoenix, along with her two brothers and two sisters. She
was a graduate of the University of Arizona. Over her lifetime she had a wide variety of jobs, including
being a police officer, working in retail sales, and office management. Sue and John, her husband, had a
blended family of seven children. Sue and John also added two young grandchildren to their family. At
the time of her passing, Sue had fourteen grandchildren and thirty-two great-grandchildren.
Sue was active in many organizations, including being a volunteer in the LFOP Bookstore and a volunteer
in the Payson Library. Sue was active in her church, serving as a Deacon and as an Elder, she was a docent
at the Gila County Historical Society Museum, she was recognized by the Northern Gila County Historical
Society for her efforts, she volunteered at the “Time Out” thrift store and also at the MHA “Almost New”
thrift store, she donated her time at the Julia Randall School, and she was assistant scoutmaster of Boy
Scouts of America at their summer camps.
Sue received the Nan Pyle Distinguished Service Award for her support of the Payson Library and was
named Volunteer of the Year by the Mogollon Health Alliance in 2016. She was awarded the 1987
Humanitarian Award by the Temple Lodge of the Knights of Phythias, in 1993 she was given an award for
her volunteer services to the National Association for Family and Community Education, and the Gila
County Retired Senior Volunteer Program presented her with the Outstanding Service Award in 1992,
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1993, and 1994. The Town of Payson named a street, West Wilson Court, in honor of Sue and John. There
were many, many groups and organizations that Sue worked with while she lived in the Phoenix area. Sue
didn’t just “talk the talk,” she most definitely “walked the walk.”
Sue generously opened her home to anyone who needed housing, whether they be family, friends of her
teenage children, or Rotary foreign exchange students. She was quick to donate her famous apple pies,
chocolate chip cookies and meatloaves to any organization that was doing a fundraiser. Sue was an
amazing cook, as those of us who had the opportunity to partake of her delicious dishes knew.
John and Sue moved to Payson in 1991. They immediately applied for a library card at the Payson library,
which was situated in a small building located on Main Street at the time. Within a couple of weeks, both
she and John had joined the Library Friends of Payson, and Sue was a LFOP board member for over twenty
years. In addition to being a volunteer in the library and in the Bookstore, Sue was a staunch supporter
of the library’s annual fundraiser, “A Taste of Rim Country.” Sue’s love and dedicated support of the
Payson library made her a role model for so many of the volunteers she worked with through the years.
Sue was the epitome of caring and sharing. She was always thinking of ways to offer her support, both
with her time and financially. Her favorite saying was “treat others as you would like them to treat you,”
and she truly did just that. Sue passed away on October 15, 2021. Her kind and generous heart will be
great missed, but forever loved and appreciated.

Sue Wilson, working in the
LFOP Bookstore.
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Library Friends of Payson Bookstore
LFOP Bookstore – the LFOP Bookstore is situated inside the library and is staffed entirely by volunteers.
Once donations have been sorted by the library staff, the remaining books, magazines, movies, music cds,
and jigsaw puzzles are turned over to the Bookstore. The volunteers then determine what they want to
keep and sell in the Bookstore. Prices are low, ranging from 25 cents for a regular size paperback, to $1.00
for older hardback books, and up to $5 or $6 for brand new releases. The inventory changes frequently
and attracts a regular group of book lovers looking for a bargain. The Bookstore averages approximately
$1,000 in sales each month.
This article dated July 7, 2003, from the Payson Roundup describes how the Bookstore operates:
"Terry gets first dibs."
"When Terry's cleaning religion, we get a lot of religion.
“Other than the fact that "Terry" is Payson Public Library Director Terry Morris, you
wouldn't think of these lines being spoken within the hallowed walls of the town's pride
and joy.
“But these are the words of Jan Werle and Kathy Morgan, manager and assistant
manager respectively of the Library Friends Book Shop, a unique little bookstore that
occupies a couple of small rooms on your right when you enter the library.
‘What Werle and Morgan are explaining is how the book shop works in conjunction with
the library.
"If (Terry) can put (a donated book) in the general circulation of the main library, it
belongs to her," Werle said, expounding on the "first dibs" concept. "If she can't use it
then it belongs to us."
‘While an average of 1,000 books is donated to the library each month, yet another
source of books for the bookstore is the library collection itself.
"When the (library's) stacks are full, Terry looks and sees how many books have not
been taken out over a certain period of time," Werle said. "She'll clean the stacks. So we
recirculate for the library and we recirculate for the public."
‘The comment about Terry "cleaning religion" refers to the fact that Morris "cleans" the
stacks one category at a time.
“The books that make it to the bookstore are carefully scrutinized by volunteers to sort
out those that might have a high value. If an internet search confirms their value, they
are offered for sale on the internet at www.abebooks.com.
“One book -- a first edition of one of Larry McMurtry's early books in excellent condition
-- sold for $750.
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"We get quite a few of the older books that are unique in value," Werle said.
“The vast majority of the books -- those determined not to be of special value -- are
priced and put on the bookstore's shelves.
"The most expensive fiction books are $4," Werle said. "Those are books (published in)
2000 and above (later) and in brand new shape, so they can be given as a gift. Anything
published from 1995-2000 that is gift quality is $2. Everything else in the fiction area
goes in the $1 category."
“Non-fiction books are similarly priced.
“The hardest books to price are those of specialized interest like coffee table books. The
most difficult books to both price and sell are sets.
"Sets are the hardest thing for us to sell in the store because we have a clientele that's
very limited in what they want to pay or can pay," Werle said.
“Therefore a lot of sets, including multi-volume sets of the works of Kipling, Balzac and
Twain, are offered for sale on the internet.
The most common category of books donated to the library is self-help books.
"There are so many self-help books that if everybody did what they said, we'd be the
healthiest people on earth.
“Once priced, the books are organized on the bookstore's shelves by fiction and nonfiction, with the latter further broken down into such categories as health, psychology,
large print, history/politics, sports, science/nature, travel, biographies, gardening,
cooking and more. The bookstore also carries magazines, and has a section of higher
priced books called "Old & Dear."
“The bookstore even maintains a "freebie" shelf -- a selection of free books that are
displayed in the library lobby. Books that go on the free shelf are ones that are no longer
"timely" -- a book on finances from the 1970s, an old text book, even a complete set of
World Book encyclopedias published in 1963.
"They're things that don't have a chance to sell," Morgan said.
“Books that espouse a particular ideology or religion are also placed on the free rack.
"They include books that are clearly proselytizing -- every Bible we get, the Book of
Mormon, the Watchtower books," Werle said. "We don't want to give the impression of
supporting one religion over another."
“One thing the bookstore tries not to be is another thrift shop.
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"We really don't want to be in competition with the thrift shops, which carry all kinds of
books that may be in less than great condition," Werle said. "We try to keep books that
could be gifts and that don't have a lot of damage."
“Morgan agrees.
"If we sold books for a quarter or 50 cents, what's the point of these people putting in
all these hours," she said.
“Monthly sales and special features attract customers, and those 55 and over get a 25
percent discount on Mondays.
"This bookstore is unique in that it's modern," Werle said. "Our goal is to keep a
circulating bookstore, not (one with) books that are going to lie on shelves for years."
“The bookstore, which is open the same hours as the library, generates sales of $12,000$14,000 a year, with all the proceeds going to support the library.
“We're going to purchase a security system for the library that will cost $6,500 to
$7,000," Werle said.
But just as important, Werle and Morgan believe, is the unique niche the bookstore fills
at the library.
"A lot of times people will come in here and ask questions about books that they won't
ask in the library because they feel those people are working and it's quiet," Werle said.
"We do have a lot of conversations about books and their backgrounds."
“Werle and Morgan give all the credit to their co-volunteers, a group of dedicated
people who have something very important in common -- their love of books.
"These people handle customers with such courtesy and care and knowledge," Werle
said. "Every volunteer is an avid reader and shares (his or her) love of reading with
others. That's what makes it unique."
“While some consider books stodgy and old-fashioned in this era of high technology,
Werle, Morgan and their fellow Library Friends Book Shop volunteers, beg to differ.
"Books will never become obsolete," Werle said. "There is something personal about
handling a book, while a computer is impersonal. And a book doesn't crash."
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Jan Werle, Manager, and Kathy
Morgan, Assistant Manager, look
over recent arrivals.
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The following individuals have served as Bookstore managers since 2002:
Mary Nolan
Mary Lou Lopez
Judy Smith
Jan Werle
Jeanne Schoonover
Diana Wagner
Kathy Morgan
Karen Thornton
Joelle Van Wier

Current LFOP Board and Officers (2021-2022):
Linda Lanctot, President
Shelly Sundra, Vice-President
John Wilson, Treasurer
Kathy Morgan, Recording Secretary
Pam Jackson, Financial Secretary
Alice Natale, Membership
Dolores Goughnour, Newsletter

Denise Blanchette, Programs Coordinator
Judy Smith and Joelle Van Wier, Co-Managers,
LFOP Bookstore
Romaine Brophy, Member at Large
Jeanne Schoonover, Member at Large
Karen Thornton, Member at Large

Unelected volunteers:
Pete Rothenberg – Online Book Sales, and Olivia Covelli – Homebound Coordinator

Fundraising Events by Library Friends of Payson
Fundraising has been part of the activities at the Payson Library since the founding of the Womans Club
in 1921. The books on the shelves of the library were donated by those in the community. The monies
to pay for a new building were raised with uncounted chicken dinners, bake sales, and asking businesses
in town for financial donations. Fundraising has always been vital to the library’s success.
One of the most successful and long-lasting fundraisers began in the spring of 1999, when Judy Buettner,
president of Library Friends of Payson, broached the idea. The first event was a sold-out event, and soon
became the highlight of the Payson social season.
The second event was co-sponsored by the Library Friends and the Payson Roundup in April 2000. It was
called “The Second Annual Mayor’s Cup Chef’s Appetizer Competition” and was held at the Tonto Indian
Reservation. Five hundred tickets, priced at $20 each, were sold. Twelve restaurant chefs signed up for
the contest. Each guest enjoyed a free wine-tasting table, background music and art displays. KMOG
radio personality Don Holcombe served as master of ceremonies. By this time the LFOP had raised
$201,000 to help furnish the soon-to-come new 15,756 square foot library building.
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An article in the Payson Roundup dated March 4, 2009, describes how the highly successful event began:
“A Taste of Rim Country

Fundraiser’s Success shows Community Spirit

“A decade ago a unique fund-raising idea was proposed to then-president of the Library
Friends of Payson, Judy Buettner.
“Carolyn Wall told me about the Mayor’s Cup chef competition in Scottsdale,” Buettner
recalled. It was the 1999 Mayor’s Cup Appetizer Competition with the Scottsdale
Culinary Festival.
“She suggested we do something similar and send the winner of our contest to the one
in Scottsdale.”
“Thinking it was a great idea to help raise money to build the new library in Rumsey
Park, Buettner put a committee together and they went to work.
“I think the Scottsdale event was in March. We started in January and had to work fast
to get ours done before that to have someone go to theirs.”
“Originally A Taste of Rim Country was called “The Payson Mayor’s Cup Appetizer
Competition.” Buettner said there was not a lot of encouragement from the town’s
mayor and no municipal financial support.
“In spite of the lack of encouragement, the first Taste of Rim Country was almost more
successful than the Library Friends and participating chefs could handle. About 500
tickets were sold, and more were wanted.
“People were calling the radio station trying to get them. People were calling me for
tickets,” Buettner said.
“Initially 11 chefs had signed up, but one dropped out, so there were 10 — and that has
been the goal for each subsequent Taste of Rim Country event.
“The Tonto Apache Tribal Recreation Center gym was rented and decorated. Wine was
donated and arrangements were made for music. The first year, artists were also invited
to exhibit their work between the chefs’ stations and all of them donated work for the
raffle.
“I wanted to bring it up to a higher level of fund-raising,” Buettner said.
“The winner of the first A Taste of Rim Country was the old Black Bear in Strawberry,
and they went on to win the People’s Choice Award at the Scottsdale event.
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“Buettner said the event raised about $9,000.
“While A Taste of Rim Country started 10 years ago, it cannot technically claim to be
celebrating its 10th anniversary. A couple of years it was not held, Buettner said.
“It was re-instituted by John and Sue Wilson,” she said.
“Historically the money from the event has gone into our building expansion fund,” said
library director Terry Morris. When it started, the library was still at the Womans Club
on Main Street, Morris said.
“However, for now, the current expansion project is on hold.
“Thank God we have our Library Friends,” she said. The group has taken over the book
budget and is focusing on sustaining the library, Morris added.
“She said ‘A Taste of Rim Country’ is a great way for chefs to showcase their talents for
the community and a terrific way for everyone to eat, drink and be merry.
“Because of space limitations, the event generally features only 10 chefs and has only
300 tickets available for purchase at $30 each. And, as a rule, it has always sold out,
Morris said.
“We really have wonderful support from our residents,” she said. Most of the guests at
the event are from the area, but there are also people who travel to Payson to take
part.
“One lady buys several tickets as birthday gifts for friends and they all get together at
our event and make a party of it.”
“Guests can come in any kind of dress and get to sample a large variety of wines. Morris
said she collects the wine throughout the year, buying different kinds as they come on
sale and storing them until the event.
“Items for the silent auction are also collected and there is always some type of music.
This year Fred Carpenter will be providing the music from his vast collection of
recordings.
“People can go up to him and make requests,” Morris said.
“For the second time, A Taste of Rim Country will be held at the Payson Public Library,
328 N. McLane Road, which gives people an opportunity to see what it has to offer,
which is much more than books, Morris said.
“The March 7 event is adults only,” she said. “It’s a great date night.”
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“This year, organizers have signed up 11 participants. Among the establishments and
chefs expected to participate are Judy Buettner for the Northern Gila County Historical
Society; Creekside Steakhouse; Keven DeWitt of the Zane Grey Steakhouse at Kohl’s
Ranch Lodge; Leonie Dobbins of Red Elephant Bakery; Maggie and Steve Evans of Verde
River Rock House Bed and Breakfast; Chris and Rhonda Kaminski of R.C.’s Catering, Inc.
and Majestic Mountain Inn; Steven LeMonier of Majestic Rim, the Good Samaritan
Senior Apartments; Mandarin House; Payson High School Culinary Arts students Marissa
Herrera and Chelsea Iverson; Kenny Tassell, senior manager of Chili’s; and Milka Vergara
of Rim Country Health and Retirement Community.
“We’re excited and hope everyone comes out to enjoy the evening,” Morris said.
“Judy Beuttner and about a half-dozen volunteers from the historical society will have
Javelina Gingerbread Cookies at A Taste of Rim Country.
“We’re all home-grown cooks and are participating for the first time,” she said.
“Buettner agreed to participate when she heard the response was slow and she wanted
to help the Library Friends. She feels a special connection to the library because of her
efforts to help get the new structure built during her tenure with the Library Friends of
Payson. And she was the president of the group when the first A Taste of Rim Country
was held.
“Leonie Dobbins said she is a big supporter of the library. “Wherever I am, the first
thing I look for is a good library,” she said.
“Maggie Evans said she has gone to A Taste of Rim Country and loved it. She decided to
get involved as a chef participant when she was approached at a reception she catered
for her friend Matalyn Gardner at Artists of the Rim Gallery. “Someone handed me a
card and encouraged me to get involved,” Evans said.
“Chris and Rhonda Kaminski are participating to show off Chris’ skills on behalf of their
catering business and Majestic Mountain Inn.
“Steven LeMonier wants to keep the trophy for A Taste of Rim Country at his
establishment. His predecessor Karl Schaller won the trophy last year.
“The PHS culinary class representatives are taking part because they will be the only
members of the group in town on March 7.
“Kenny Tassell of Chili’s is in the event because community participation is important to
the Chili’s family, he said.”
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Payson’s biggest social event
Each year the patrons and residents of Payson looked forward to the “biggest social event” in town when
library supporters and volunteers put on a sparkling evening with delicious food, a variety of wines and
other beverages, silent auction, raffles, and music. Each year’s event was a sell-out.
The most recent event was held at the Payson Library in March, 2019, and this was one of the most
successful evenings anyone could remember with over 250 guests attending. Twenty years of inviting the
public to dress up, come to the library for a fun evening with delicious food served by local restaurants,
enjoy a glass or two of wine, hope to be the winner of the popular 50/50 raffle, bid on a silent auction
item, and listen to music offered by local DJ Fred Carpenter….those evenings will be remembered fondly
for a very long time.

Eager attendees wait patiently for the doors to open at the library for “A Taste of Rim Country”
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Library staff Kathy Morgan and
Terri Roberts welcoming Alice
Natale (2010)

70

Harryette Stanley, Mary Hoest, Margaret Goodell, and
Torrie Harding….waiting for the doors to open! (2009)

Judy Buettner, in the
Children’s Room (2009)
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Romaine Brophy selling
50/50 raffle tickets

Sue and John Wilson have a
moment together
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Diana Wagner and Betsy Quinn
man the popular Beverage Station

Romaine Brophy, Terry Morris and
Linda Lanctot sort out the raffle
tickets.

Master of Ceremonies and DJ Fred
Carpenter draws the winning raffle
ticket.
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Winners of the “Chef’s Trophy” Through the Years:
1999

Black Bear (Strawberry)

2000

Kohl’s Ranch

2001

Mackey’s Grill

2002

Cucino Paradiso

(2003 – 2006 Cannot locate the names of winners for these years)
2007

Kohl’s Ranch

2008

Majestic Rim

2009

Kohl’s Ranch

2010

Verde River Rock House B&B

2011

Payson High School Culinary Club

2012

Ayothaya Thai Café

2013

Zane Grey Restaurant & Saloon

2014

Payson High School Culinary Club

2015 “Best of the Best” - Payson High School Culinary Club; Best Savory - The Randall House (Pine);
Best Sweet - Cocktail Cheesecakes
2016 “Best of the Best”- Rim Country Health & Retirement; Best Savory - Pine/Strawberry Senior
Center; Best Sweet - Kendra’s Country Bakery
2017 “Best of the Best” - Old County Inn (Pine); Best Savory - Mi Familia (Pine); Best Sweet - Mogollon
Moose Bakery
2018 “Best of the Best” - The 703 on Main; Best Savory - Gila Hogs BBQ & More (Rye); Best Sweet The Randall House (Pine)
2019 “Best of the Best” - Café at the Rim; Best Savory - Culture Crepe; Best Sweet - Kendra’s Country
Bakery
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On a Personal Note

My husband and I moved to Payson in the fall of 1999 to begin work on building our home in Flowing
Springs, about 4 miles north of the town limits. I left a 29-year career with Delta Air Lines, and my husband
worked as a concrete contractor. We left the Big City of Los Angeles and began making our way in a new,
completely different small-town, rural environment. Of course, the first thing I did when we got settled
was to get my new library card from the small library located on Main Street.
A few months later I read in the local paper, the Payson Roundup, that a ground-breaking ceremony was
going to be held for the new library which was to be built in Rumsey Park. After watching the red
thermometer climb through the years, I knew I wanted to witness this historic event. So, on a cold winter’s
morning, I joined two friends and we showed up for the ceremony. Little did I know how intimately
involved I would become with the new library and the wonderful library staff in the years to come.
When the new library had its Grand Opening in early 2002, I joined in with others touring the beautiful
new facility. I was literally awestruck by the architecture of the building, the amenities that were offered
inside the building, the small door for the little ones entering the Children’s Area, the fully stocked
Bookstore, and the welcoming feeling offered by the many plants and artwork. I was hooked!
I happened to meet and chat with Mary Nolan, who was then the President of Library Friends of Payson.
She was looking for new volunteers to staff the new Bookstore. I was working part-time by then, but I
agreed to help out as needed and thus began a new chapter in my life. I filled in as a substitute in the
Bookstore for a year, and loved every minute of working (for free, of course) with and around books.
By 2003 I offered to work alongside Jan Werle. Jan was taking on her new duties as the Bookstore
Manager, and I became her Assistant Manager. But then, just six months later, Jan and her husband relocated to the Valley and I tentatively stepped into the Manager’s shoes. And they were big ones to fill!
Several months later I was working in the Receiving Room, sorting through the stacks of donated books,
and Terry Morris, the Library Director, stopped by to chat. She mentioned that she had some openings in
the library as two or three of her employees were leaving at the same time. I told her I might be interested
and just a short time later, I had filled out a job application, gotten an interview, and on July 1st, 2004, I
became a full-time employee at the Payson Library, where I remained until I retired on March 31, 2012.

Kathy Morgan
2004
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My job for the first year was working at the Reference Desk, which consisted of answering the phone,
helping out as needed, and managing the public computers. I also was given the assignment of putting
together a public newsletter for the library patrons and a monthly newsletter for the many volunteers
who worked at the library. I was in seventh heaven in my new position! I loved interacting with the
patrons, and I learned something new every day.
One of my co-workers, Pat Helmick, decided to retire in 2005 and I was promoted to the position of
Supervisor of the Circulation Desk. My days were always interesting, and there was never a dull moment.
I loved working with Terry and the others: Margaret Goodell, Torrie Harding, Judy Caron, Harry
Kuperberg, Harryette Bailey, Terri Roberts, Mary Lynn Behrens, Mary Hoest, Katie Sanchez, and others. I
was able to utilize the people and decision-making skills I had developed at Delta Air Lines. I was
encouraged to use my creativity and imagination. And I learned the inside of working in a library. I was
challenged and I looked forward to going to work every day.
I continued to work at the library until my retirement on March 31, 2012, seven and a half years later.
Then I immediately began volunteering at the Circulation Desk and also joined the Library Friends of
Payson, being elected to the position of Recording Secretary in September 2012. I also assumed
responsibility for coordinating the yearly fundraiser, “A Taste of Rim Country” from 2013 until 2019.
My twenty years of being involved with the Payson Library have brought me so much joy and happiness,
meeting wonderful people, working with the best people I’ve ever met, and never knowing what the day
will bring. In early 2022 I offered to put together the history of the Payson Library, and this has been such
a labor of love for me. I truly feel that I really understand the women of vision who struggled to make the
library a reality with little outside support and no financial backing whatsoever, other than the donations
made from those within the community who knew the importance of having a library available to
everyone.
I really hope you’ve enjoyed reading about our “jewel” of a library, one hundred years in the making.
Kathy Morgan, 2022
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